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PREFACE			
	The teaching of salvation in the Bible lets us know that God doesn’t only want us to just have an experience with Him, He also wants us to continue experiencing Him daily.  When God calls a person to be saved eternally, He also calls that person to GROW daily.  That’s why salvation is called being “born again.”
	Christians are born of the Spirit of God.  It is really a “rebirth.”  
And one thing happens after a person is “born again:” that person begins to GROW.  Christians are:  BORN TO GROW IN JESUS!
	Our Lord, Jesus, said “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)  In that statement, Jesus teaches us the way of salvation AND the way of Christian life.
	A “disciple” is a person who has chosen to be a student of a teacher.  
A Christian is a person who has decided willfully to follow the instructions and leadership of the Teacher –  Jesus.  Therefore, the Christian “continues” in the Word, or teachings of the Lord.
	Upon doing this, the disciple finds that he/she comes to know the PERSON of Jesus, Who is TRUTH.  So, we might say that eternal salvation arises out of getting to know Jesus, Who is “the Author and Finisher of our faith”  (Hebrews 12:2).
	Let’s look at a present-day example.  Generally a wife or a husband gets to know their spouse some time before marriage.  But, they get to know each other better after the marriage.  Then, twenty-five years later, they are STILL getting to know one another.
	Compare that with eternal salvation.  A marriage begins at the point of the Commitment (“I do“).  But the marriage grows richer, sweeter, and deeper as the two people get to know one another better.							
	Now, eternal salvation begins with the commitment to love, honor, trust and obey the Lord, Jesus Christ.  And, then, it just gets BETTER!  Oh, so much better!!  The more one gets to know the Person of Jesus Christ, the sweeter, deeper, and richer is the experience.
	David summed up the life of a Christian when he said, “When Thou saidst, seek ye my face; my heart said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord will I seek.”  (Psalm 27:8)
	The biblical story of David is like a drama or a play that God has acted out for us.  If we look at David microscopically, or verse by verse, we might see that he made many mistakes and at times felt lousy about himself.  But if we look at David telescopically, or from an overall viewpoint, we see a person whose life was continually showered by the rain of God’s underserved favor (grace).  David was devoted to searching for God in order to experience Him.  It was this commitment that God blessed, and David was given encouragement, help and hope.
	This book is an attempt to encourage new (and some old) Christians to develop and grow in their relationship with the Lord.  It is not an attempt to present some methodical or formula pattern.  Nor, is it an attempt to theologically explain Christian growth.
	An attempt IS made, though, to explain all the religious terms and principles used with everyday examples.  Almost all Scriptures used are quoted directly, and contained in the reading.  Yet a definite effort is made to keep the total book short for ease of reading.
	Please don’t expect any great theological statements.  All the theology is contained in the plain truth.   And don’t look for any l-o-n-g words.
	One word of caution.  With this, or any other book concerning faith, keep your Bible at your side!  Each time you see a Scripture reference or quotation, look it up in YOUR Bible and read it for yourself.  You never know when someone may lead you wrong.  Check the Scripture and see for yourself.  
	Better than that, read some before and after the Scripture quoted.  This will give you a better idea of the “train of thought” involved.  That way you will know that the Scripture is not being “twisted” to fit someone’s personal ideas.
The quotations in this book are all from the King James Version.  That is the one I use and am familiar with.  You may like a different one.  So, again, be sure you read it in YOUR Bible.
	As you read, pray with me that you will realize value and usefulness from what is offered.
	DON’T FORGET YOUR BIBLE!




INTRODUCTION

	When I was studying business in college, one of the management principles which constantly came to my attention was that of communications.  It seems that almost every business has problems in that area.  And, probably, if the truth were known, more businesses fail because of communication problems than any other reason.
	Another thing that really “sticks out” about business communications is that ALL the people involved in a plan need to be aware of ALL the plan.  For example, the part-time worker carrying groceries out to the car for the customer needs to have some general understanding of the WHOLE supermarket activity.  If he doesn’t, he will not realize that he is needed.  And when a person feels unnecessary, then all kinds of communications problems will start popping up.  Perhaps you’ve noted some of these in your grocery clerk:  a negative or nonchalant attitude towards customers, careless handling of merchandise, no courteous “thank you, come back again” as he returns to hide in the deep, dark recesses of the mysterious “backroom.”  
	If you have noticed something like that in people who greet the public, perhaps it is because no one has communicated to them the necessity of their job.   You see the grocery carry-out clerk is the supermarket’s LAST contact with the customer.  He/she should be alert and quick to spot potential problems and relay them to his/her supervisors.  And he/she should know that the performance of his job is critical in relaying the message to the customer:  “We care; we really care.”
	Well, so much for the example.  Here’s the point:  if ALL the people involved do not have at least a general idea of ALL the plan, a large communications problem exists.
	And it is the same in Christianity.  That’s one of the purposes of this book.  Our purpose here, broken into three major goals, unfolds like this:
	1. To communicate an overall view of Christian life from beginning to end,
	2. To communicate the importance of really being committed to Jesus,
	3.  To communicate the necessity of EACH Christian being active in God’s plan through study, church attendance, and witnessing to others.
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	Look at the pictures above.  On the left is an ant.  On the right are many ants.
Looking at one ant alone doesn’t tell much about his purpose.  But looking at many ants, one can see their purpose.   They are gathering food together.
	Many ants together form a colony and build a nest in which they can serve their queen.  One ant alone cannot fulfill all the objectives in serving the queen.  All the ants need to work together.
	Hopefully, this book will help you learn your individual purpose in working together to serve King Jesus.  God’s design, in the Bible, is to teach us the whole plan.
	The whole plan will help you to develop a full life.  A life that has meaning an purpose to you individually, and a life that has meaning and purpose to the whole.
	First, you get the idea telescopically by studying the Bible alone.
	Then, you get the idea microscopically by working with other Christians.
	I pray that our Lord will use this book to shed light on every reader; and that you will understand your individual response and responsibilities; and that He would teach His wisdom for genuine cooperation with each other.
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ETERNAL LIFE BEGINS HERE








SECTION 1
GETTING TO KNOW GOD

He who would hear sweet music
must LISTEN !












BE LISTENING	
	Our world has become one of excessive communication.  Everybody seems to have something to say.  But nobody has time to listen.  The result is that many people talk to no avail.
	Perhaps you know someone who is “opinionated.”  This person has an opinion on everything.  The hearer is never given a chance to inject any kind of response.  And any response is cut off by the one who continues to speak.  Therefore, this person never really hears any good remarks and ideas that someone else may have.  Consequently, their ears become closed to other people.  They just tend to “tune out” other folk.  This person may even become shocked or offended if you interrupt them.  Soon they don’t hear anything except what they want to hear.  The result is that this kind of person is usually trying to blame someone else when he is wrong for not listening.
	Well, thank God He is aware of these things.  He is aware of something else too:  We all are a little like that opinionated person!  So, sometimes God has to use various ways to get our attention.  Why?  Because we need to LISTEN to God!
	A person cannot come to God and find out Who He is unless the person is LISTENING – wanting to hear.  That’s one of the points made by our Lord Jesus in John 6:44.
	“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him; 	and I will raise him up at the last day.”
	Now every person has an inner “urge,” or desire, to know God.  A person may wonder about eternity and Who is control of it.  This is the “drawing” to which our Lord was referring.  It is a normal process of life.  It is the desire of man to know what his limits are and if there is something or Someone higher.  God has provided that in every man, just as He did in Adam.  
Genesis 2:7 says, “And the Lord God formed man out of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”  	
	Man is a “living soul.”  He is consciously aware of being a person, able to make his own choices and live his own life.  Yet, at the same time, he is conscious of a greater power!
	God gives evidence of His Presence in literally every part of the universe.  
Paul speaks of this in Romans 1:20.
	“For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power  and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”

	So, you see, every person has a knowledge that there is Someone infinitely higher and greater than we are.  The evidences of God’s Presence is everywhere in creation.
	Let’s go back now and look at John 6:44 again.  Jesus said, “…no man can come to me…” (emphasis mine).  Coming to God is an expression of the will He has given us.  You see, God provides the evidence of Himself.  And, He even provides the desire in our soul to know Him.  But each person must decide to come to God by His drawing of us.  It requires a supernatural magnetism of our soul to God before we can come to Him.
	God provides all that is necessary for us to know He exists.  
	He provides all that is necessary to draw us to Him.  
	But, we must individually decide and determine to LISTEN to God and to come to Him.
	To get an idea about what it means to LISTEN to God, let’s look at two Scripture verses which deal with the point.
	“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”  (Romans 1:17)
	How does that apply to listening to God?  Well, the Scripture says God is revealed from “faith to faith.”   We’ll talk more about the actual make-up of faith later.  But for now, let’s just say it is the ‘”desire to cling to” someone, or something.
	That, in itself, tells us something about God.  He has “faith” toward us!  He wants to cling to us!  That’s why He provides the drawing and the evidence of Himself mentioned before.
	God wants to reveal Himself to us.  But only by our willing “faith” can God truly show Himself to us.  Because, God is only known from His willingness to our willingness.
	“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  	(Romans 10:17)
	Our first contact with God is by hearing about Him.  Usually this comes from someone else.  God always has some willing witnesses around.  Their testimony is an inspiration to a person’s heart when he’s in need of hope.  
	The first hearing makes us want to hear more!  And hearing more of God’s Word is how we come to “faith.”  That’s because faith is actually a gift from God.  At least, that faith which means “cling to” is a gift from God.  And a person must be listening to God to receive that gift of faith.
((It was 1949....I was 6.
We got a new washing machine.  It had those "roller ringers" on top.
I wanted to learn how to put the clothes through that ringer.  So, Mom was teaching me how.                                                                                                                                        OUCH! My fingers got caught in the ringer!  It pulled all the way up to my elbow!!               I was yelling! Mom was crying!
Dad came in and "popped" the ringer, and it turned me loose!
Mom had TOLD me not to let my fingers get caught.  I just wasn’t LISTENING!))
	Perhaps an example will help.  Moses is a good example to use for this.  Please take your Bible and look up Exodus 1:1.  Then read the story through chapter 3, verse 4.
	Moses grew up in Egypt under the protected hand of Pharaoh's daughter.  He had everything a fella could ever want – except, a family who really loved him.  So, when Moses found out he belonged to the Hebrew nation, he really liked that.  They were known for their love of each other and their dedication to each other.
	Moses easily identified with them.  Many people easily identify with Christians today.  Lots of people want to help the Christian cause.
	Moses wanted to help the Hebrews too.  But he tried to do it his way!  You see, Moses knew the Hebrew people, and he liked them.  And he knew about God; but he didn’t yet know God personally.  Moses wasn’t quite ready to do things God’s way!
	One day Moses killed an Egyptian slave-master because he was mistreating a Hebrew slave.  The mistreatment was real, and it was probably cruel.  But Moses killed in anger and revenge.  The act of violence was actually against the authority of Pharaoh.  Now, Moses had to run away, because Pharaoh would have him killed.  Before, Pharaoh was Moses’ provider and protector.  But this act of Moses had separated him from Pharaoh!
	This is what sin does to a person.  It separates him from God!  ALL of us are sinners, because at one time or another, we have all taken the authority of God by force and done things our own way without consulting Him.  And THAT is what makes us sinners!
	“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23)
The action of sin brings a penalty too.
	“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 	Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23)	
	Let’s look at our example of Moses again.  Dejected, feeling sorry for himself, Moses ran off to the “backside” of the mountains in Midianite country.  There, he began to make a life for himself – he even got married and had children.
	But Moses was reduced from being second in charge of all Egypt to being a lowly shepherd.  That’s another result of sin.  It reduces the abilities of the person to perform  at his/her highest level.
	Moses had already felt the “drawing” power of God’s love through the  Israelites.  And God had plans for Moses.  So, He didn’t allow Moses to stay out in the  desert.  God came looking for Moses.  He comes looking for everyone!
	God had invested in Moses, and given him one of the best educations of that day.  And, God planned on USING Moses.  So, God let Moses learn all about finding water  and traveling in the wilderness.  These were some experiences Moses would need later to lead the Israelites through the same land.
	For 40 years Moses learned how to “cope with the dangers of the wild.”  The  Lord also provided Moses with a job.  He learned how to take care of “dumb sheep” who are always wandering off and getting into trouble.  (Like me, and maybe you?)
	But, then, God got Moses’ ATTENTION!  We must pay attention to what God says before we can be saved or used by Him.  And if we don’t willingly pay attention, sometimes God uses other measures to get our attention.  Have you been listening to see if God is trying to get your attention and put your talents to use for Him?
	With Moses, God used a bush that burned but wasn’t consumed or harmed.  And from that bush came the WORD of God which instructed Moses.  
	You might think of church today as a burning bush.  The church is burning, but not consumed.  Sometimes it is burning in the form of revival.  Sometimes it is burning in the fire of God’s judgment (See 1Pet. 4:17).
	But the church is not CONSUMED!  It is still present and still has a purpose:      To teach Christians, old and new, how to live as God wants us to live.
	And the WORD of God, or instructions from God, come through the teachings of the church.
	Are you hearing God’s instructions today from His “burning bush?”                 Why, or why not?

BELIEVE/TRUST
	Let’s continue using the example of Moses and see if we can find a working definition of belief.  Reading on from Exodus 3:5 through Exodus 4:18, we find it still took quite a lot to convince Moses that he was supposed to do what God said.
	((Please take time to read the Scripture above now.))
	Moses was what you might cal a “skeptic.”  He had seen a lot of so-called “miracles” and “signs” performed by the magicians of Pharaoh’s house.  Most people today have seen lots of things similar.  And, sometimes they tend to be a little
“skeptical” about one thing:  IT IS RIGHT THAT WE OBEY GOD.
	Five times Moses argued about being obedient to what God was telling him to do.  How does that apply to believing God?  Well, it is considered normal in this ol’ world to believe in at least some things.  And the way a person shows his/her belief is when he/she demonstrates trust in it.
	I remember when I was back in high school and there was a game known as “odd man out.”  It was played with coins (uh-oh, the preacher’s done gone to talkin’ about gamblin’).  The principle behind the game was that odds would be in your favor if you continued to play.  It’s a good principle, but it doesn’t work with gambling.  I was naïve enough to take plenty of coins and play -- a lot -- and I lost!  
The point is:  belief is demonstrated in acts of trust.
	That’s about the same thing Moses did:
	“And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet alive.  And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace.”  (Exodus 4:18)
	Moses demonstrated trust in God when he determined he would do what God said and take God’s direction.  ((There’s also an idea of repentance here; but, we’ll get to that in a little while.))
	What actually took place to make Moses believe or trust God?  This must be very important, because this is what Jesus said it takes to be saved.
	“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
	“Believe” means more than just having knowledge of.  Because Moses had knowledge of God when he was growing up in Egypt.  Believe also means more than comprehending or understanding, because Moses didn’t YET know all that God wanted him to do. 
	Actually, the word “believe” in the New Testament is a form of the word “faith,” which also means “trust.”  	At the time Jesus used the word “believe” it was a common wrestling term.  It literally meant to take hold of someone and cling to them until victory was won.  That’s the reason our Lord later said, “He that endureth to the end shall be saved.” (Mark 13:13)
	Believing is a matter of trust.  Trusting what GOD says is true.  Trusting that He will save me as I continue to come to Him.  Then, our trust leads way to acts of demonstration.
	Maybe you’ve heard this example before, but it’s still very effective.
A little boy stands on the edge of the porch.  His dad stands out in the yard.  Daddy says, “Jump son, and I’ll catch you.”  The boy, after some coaxing, jumps.  Look at the progression of action.  He listened, he believed, he trusted, and then he jumped!
	Let’s try another example.  Someone tells you that swinging on the swing in the playground is fun.  They may even express that it is GREAT fun!  You can accept the idea; maybe even tell someone else about it.  You don’t have to GET ON the swing to do that.
	However, if that “fun” is going to be a part of your life, then you must trust what you’ve heard and actually TRY it!  Or, in other words “turn to it.”  Which means:
Trust enough to make it a part of your life, and keep making it a part of your life.
	If the joy of Christ is going to be a real part of your life, then you must TRUST Jesus.  He must become an integral part of your life.  And, He must CONTINUE to be an integral part of your life.  We must EXPERIENCE Him in our daily lives.
	This is the meaning of the word BELIEVE.
	Now the way a person comes to believe in Jesus is by repentance.  It’s like the driveway at your house.  The driveway leads to the road.  Repentance is the driveway that leads to the road “believe.”

REPENTANCE
	Repentance actually means “turn around.”  This must be very important, because the Bible tells us that this has been the message of virtually EVERY prophet.  REPENT!  What is the TOTAL message of repentance?
	First, repentance carries a tremendous blessing.  Matthew 3:1-2 says that John the Baptist came preaching “repent for the kingdom of God is at hand.”
(This, by the way, is the same message Jesus preached --- see Matthew 4:17)
	That statement “at hand,” means that God’s kingdom is right NEAR, or BESIDE us!  And what it takes to RECEIVE the mercy of God and citizenship in His kingdom is so simple:  REPENT!  Turn around.  Start going TOWARD God!
	Second, repentance includes recognizing that God is right and any other way is wrong.  That’s because to do less than what God says is right is SIN.  This makes us realize then that every person is a sinner against God, and causes us to desire knowing what He is going to do about it.  The terrible fact is:  GOD HAS ALREADY DONE IT!!  God has said the “wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23a).
	But the good news is that He has prepared something for those who are willing to experience Him by following Jesus -- “but the GIFT of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ the Lord.”  (Romans 6:23b)
	Now, the story of Jesus is the “gospel” or “word” by which we are saved.  Since this story (gospel) is how become aware of sin and the penalty of sin, it is very appropriate that God should save us by BELIEVING it.  It is in this story that we lean the penalty of sin and the terrible price God had to pay through Jesus for our sins to be forgiven.  Jesus paid the price that is ACCEPTABLE to God.  He did something no one else could do.  He willingly died in shame for you and me!
	Jesus’ death is the ONLY sacrifice that is completely acceptable to take away God’s wrath against our sin.  Since Jesus was a man, He is identified with ALL men.  But, since He is also God in flesh, then His sacrifice was PERFECT; without spot or blemish -- no sin!							
Since Jesus is the One Who was willing to die for us, it is natural that HE is the ONLY One Who has power to redeem us out of sin.  That’s what Jesus meant when He told His disciples,
	“For this is MY blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”  (Matthew 26:28)
	The purpose of His blood being shed was to REDEEM mankind.  Redeem means to “buy out” of the slavery of sin.  God does that by forgiving us, and His forgiveness cannot be bought or earned any other way!
	Only GOD can forgive our sins against GOD!
	Only  God can provide the sacrifice acceptable to Himself for all sinners!
	Therefore, Jesus MUST be God; for He DID those things!
	Now, this does not explain the mystery of God’s revelation of Himself in three different persons (God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit).  No man can explain that mystery for it is not yet revealed.  The truth is, man cannot even comprehend ALL of God.  
	One thing is certain:  When we see Jesus, we see God.
	Even then though, God is infinitely greater than what we see!  And, we shall only know His fullness when He brings us to live with Him in that wonderful place we call heaven.
	Right now, though, let’s get this one point:
	ONE DOES NOT HAVE TO UNDERSTAND SOMETHING TO BELIEVE IT!
	Let’s look at an example.  Heating things causes them to expand, and cooling things causes them to contract, right?  Yes.  That’s the science lesson.
	But, when you put water in the freezer, you better not fill the container up and cap it.  Why?  Because water EXPANDS when it freezes!!
	WHY?   I don’t know!  But I BELIEVE it!!
	Now, let’s see if we can apply that to God’s relationship with us.  The idea that GOD is the SAVIOR is not something new.  God told it to Moses!
“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.  The Lord is my strength and son, and He is become my salvation; He is my GOD, and I will prepare Him an habitation; my father’s God, and I will exalt Him.”  (Exodus 15:1-2)
	When the children of Israel were saved from Pharaoh at the Red Sea, Moses led them in singing that song.  That, my friend, was a LONG time ago!
	David was also familiar with the idea of God being Savior and Redeemer.
He wrote the idea in his songs.
	“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.”  	(Psalm 19:14)
	“And they remembered that God was their rock, and the high God their 	redeemer.”  (Psalm 78:35)	
	Another prophet, Isaiah, wrote about God being Savior, so did the prophet Jeremiah.
	“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6)
	“I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.” (Isaiah 43:11)
	“As for our redeemer, the Lord of hosts is His name, the Holy One of 	Israel.”  	(Isaiah 47:4)
	“Their Redeemer is strong; the LORD of hosts is his name: he shall 	thoroughly plead their cause, that he may give rest to the land, and disquiet the 	inhabitants of Babylon.”  (Jeremiah 50:34)	
	Malachi closes up the Old Testament with his prophecy.  He was the last prophet for 400 years who had a real “word” from God, until John the Baptist came along.  John the Baptist was actually the first “messenger” of whom Malachi spoke in the following verse.  Jesus was the SECOND “messenger.”
	“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.”  (Malachi 3:1)	
	Through these verses, I hope you get the idea of MESSIAH.  He is the LORD Who comes to save His people!
	In Luke and John we find that these writers of the GOOD NEWS or GOSPEL of Jesus considered those Old Testament prophecies to have come true in the Person of Jesus Christ.
	“30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.	                                                                                                                             	31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.	                                                                                                        	32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:	                                                             	33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”  (Luke 1:30-33)
	“1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.                                                                                                                                       	2 The same was in the beginning with God.	                                                    	3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 	that was made.	                                                                                                                      	14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 	his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1-3, 14)
	Jesus Himself claimed His Deity many timesl
	“I and my Father are ONE.”  (John 10:30)
	“Believest thou not that I am in the Father and the Father in me?”                   	(John 14:10)
	“Saying, I am the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last:”  (Revelation 1:8)
	Now, in the New Testament, when you see the words Jesus CHRIST, this is the idea.  Jesus IS the “Messiah” prophesied in the Old Testament.  He is the LORD Who came to save His people.
	The more we study Scripture, the more we understand that:  The God of the Old Testament IS the Jesus of the New Testament!
	But as stated before, one doesn’t have to UNDERSTAND something to BELIEVE it!
	The cross at Calvary represents God’s provision of a way to forgive all sinners.
This does not mean that EVERY sinner is automatically forgiven!!  It simply means that God has PROVIDED a way by which sinners can come and ASK forgiveness.
	That WAY is through BELIEVING Jesus, and REPENTING to Him!
	That’s what a person does to be saved.  He LISTENS, BELIEVES/TRUSTS and in humility and shame for sins, ASKS God to forgive him.  REPENTING, or turning away from the old life of doing things for self; and turning TO the Lord’s way of doing things like HE says.
	God forgives, not because we “see the light” and are going to try and clean up our lives; but, God forgives us because of the love He has for us - the same love that caused Him to shed His own blood at Calvary in the Person of Jesus Christ.
	I have a friend, a local pastor, who used a certain term which describes repenting very accurately.  He says a person must come to the “posture of faith.”  Actually, that means he must come to the POSITION of believing.
	There’s an example with which most people are familiar.  Remember the knights of King Arthur’s court?  Well, to become “knighted,” those men all had to BARE THEIR HEADS and BOW before the king!  He had a SWORD in his hand, too!!  They actually had to OFFER their LIVES to the king before they could receive the “knighthood.”  Then, they became a special king’s servant.
	THAT’s the way it is with REPENTANCE!  We must appear before God actually on our knees in sorrow, begging for mercy and forgiveness, and believing that He will make something NEW out of our lives.  
	One has never really come to the “believeth” that Jesus was using in John 3:16 until he has really trusted the story of Jesus enough to SUBMIT himself in repentance!
	That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.”  (Luke 9:23)
	Why do we feel sorrow?  The sorrow we feel which brings us to repentance is when we realize that sin is PERSONAL.  It is actually “my” sin that crucified Jesus!
The Bible says, “ALL have sinned…” (Rom. 3:23)  The Bible is God’s Word, a written testimony of what God has said.  He also said, “…the wages of sin is death.”  (Rom. 6:23)
	But the same Bible says that God TOOK our sins PERSONAL!!
	Jesus, the Messiah, Savior, SUFFERED for OUR sins - PERSONALLY!
	“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 	way; and the Lord hath laid upon HIM the iniquity of us all!”  (Isaiah 53:6)
	When Jesus was stripped naked and placed on that cross, it was because of MY sin and YOURS!  When the Roman soldier nailed Jesus’ hands and feet to the cross, MY sin and YOURS actually provided the ENERGY!  When the soldier pierced His side with the spear, it was OUR sins which made it happen!
	NONE of us can say THEY crucified Him!
	Sin is PERSONAL!!
	WE crucified Him!
	But it was LOVE that made Him suffer FOR us.  He went through all of that to “demonstrate,” or show, us how much He cares PERSONALLY for us!
	“But God commendeth (showed, demonstrated) His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8)
	In His infinite knowledge, God KNEW you and I before we were born.  He KNEW we would sin against Him.  STILL, He went to the cross; looking down through time to your heart and mine; and saying, “I LOVE you THIS much!”
	When we repent and submit to God’s way through Jesus Christ, then we are DEMONSTRATING our trust and belief in Him.  And, when we do that, God gives us the greatest gift of all time:  HIMSELF, ETERNALLY!!
	If a person has listened to God, believed and trusted God, when he repents to God, then GOD makes a commitment PERSONALLY for eternity to that person.
	Because, like our “knight,” the person has demonstrated a willingness to become a servant eternally.  He no longer intends to do things without finding God’s will concerning those things.  He has determined in himself to strive to live God’s WAY!
	The amazing thing about that is that when a person makes that commitment, God is WILLING to make an ETERNAL commitment to that person!
	Remember, when God commits to something it is ETERNAL!
	For God IS eternal.
	And, when He gives us His Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Himself, He NEVER “backs out!”
	The transaction is made when God’s MERCY meets the trusting believer and God “seals” the believer in eternal salvation.  You might think of it as God reaching down to us and we reaching up to Him.  Perhaps that will mean more if we read the following.
	“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in Whom also after that ye believed, ye were SEALED with that HOLY SPIRIT of promise; which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory.”  	(Ephesians 1:13-14)	
	“In whom ye are also builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”  (Ephesians 2:22)	
	“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are SEALED unto the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30)
	
	Here are two terms which should be familiar:  grace and mercy.  Grace means that God has given us special attention even though we didn’t deserve it.  Mercy means that God forgives and “hides” or “puts away” our sins because of His love for us.  Now, grace makes the OFFER of salvation always present before all people.  But God’s mercy extends to us ONLY when we repent!
	When God forgives, it is like an “apology” we make today.  For instance, suppose you hurt someone’s feelings with something you said.  They tell you about it, and you say, “I’m sorry.”  They might answer, “That’s all right.  Forget it.”
	What HAPPENED here is that the person who was HURT carried the burden of the hurt and PUT IT AWAY!  They had to be WILLING to do that.  In order to forgive someone, we must “hide” or “put away” the hurt!
	And that is the way God forgives us!  When we truly ask Him out of a sorrowful heart, He meets us with mercy!  And, there, He GIVES us eternal forgiveness and eternal salvation!
	What a GREAT GOD we have!!
	It is then that God puts His “seal” or stamp of approval on us.  He does this on Jesus’ account, not because we deserve it, but because Jesus has paid the price of DEATH for us!
	The “seal” is actually God’s first GIFT to us.  It is the gift of His Holy Spirit.
All other gifts come through HIM!  The very NEXT gift we receive is “faith,” or the ability to “cling to” God forever.  This is called the NEW nature, or NEW person.
	“Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 	passed away; behold, all things are become new.”   (2Corinthians 5:17)

RECEIVE
	Now, having received this new nature, we have what is called FAITH.  Faith is a gift of the Holy Spirit.  Actually, it is the first gift from Him.  Please look at the following Scriptures in sequence.
	“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  (Rom. 10:7)
	“For by grace are ye saved through faith: and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast.”  	(Ephesians 2:8-9)
	“…faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
	Reading these, you can see that faith is both something received and something given.  The “substance” is what we receive from God.  The “evidence” is what we give others by USING what we receive from God.
	Remember, the term Jesus used is a wrestling term which means “cling to until victory is won.”  The word He used was “believeth”  (John 3:16), which actually comes from the SAME word as “faith.”
	I hope you have gotten this concept, because what happens next is a miracle that only God can perform (commonly spoken of as “out of sight!”)  
	Remember, Jesus aid the person who came to this position would be saved to “everlasting life!”  Saved ETERNALLY!
	You see salvation is an act of God.  It takes place inside the whole person.  In order to save us from our natural tendency to sin, God has to give us that “new nature” because we cannot obtain it on our own.  It is actually the Spirit of God Who comes to live IN us.  His PERSON in us, so that we can EXPERFIENCE Him daily.
	God is willing to give this new nature.  He actually makes the offer and provides the sacrifice in Jesus.  The offer is for a CONTINUING relationship.  			
This relationship is called a “covenant,” and is similar to marriage.  We will be discussing more about “covenant” in the next section.  But, what Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3 makes it easier to see.
	“…except a man be BORN AGAIN, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 	(John:3:3)
	When we repent and submit to God’s way through Jesus Christ, then, He gives us the greatest gift of all - His Holy Spirit to come and live IN us.
	THAT is the miracle of being “born again.”  Jesus makes that very clear in Revelation 3:20.	“Behold I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come IN to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”
	The way God comes “in” is by His Holy Spirit.
	And it is through repenting and turning to Him that we are given His Presence.
	“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall RECEIVE the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  	(Acts 2:38)
	“That we should be to the praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ. In Whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:  In Whom also after that ye believed, ye were SEALED with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory.”  (Ephesians 1:12-14)
	God actually wants to take up RESIDENCE in our “heart,” which is the center of  our emotions and belief.  This is accomplished by Him sending His Spirit (Ghost) into our hearts to give us a “new desire.”
	“God is spirit:  and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”  (John 4:24)
	God actually wants to give us the Spirit of Himself to live in us.  I don’t know about you; but I call that PHENOMENAL!  OUT OF SIGHT!  That is the miracle of all miracles!  It is the blessing of all blessings!  That God would desire to live in unison with me.  
	God really wants to take up residence in our hearts.  Now THAT’S being “born again!”
	Maybe some of this has been repetitive.  But there’s a purpose.  We learn from this that the “new nature” is God actually living IN us!  And we learn that faith is actually two things in one.  It is first, receiving the ability to cling to Him regardless of what conditions we face.  And it is second, an ability to give evidence or to demonstrate our trust in Christ to others.  
	Let’s go back to our example again…Moses.  He had accepted the idea and the bargain God had given him (finally).  He then told his father-in-law that he was going back to Egypt and why.  We must assume that Moses told Zipporah about the tradition of circumcision for Jewish boys, because of the following part of the story.   Zipporah obviously opposed such a “cruel” treatment of her children!  However, Moses had made his faith known in God, and His life was now based on trust.
	God had given Moses that faith.  At this point, it is like giving a four-year-old a shovel.  It isn’t actually useful until he experiences HOW to use it.  So, right now, Moses is going to begin USING that faith in God.
	Moses had to get his family up and going on the trip.  You see, he had accepted God’s direction as right and proper in his life.  Like any new Christian, now He is beginning to use his faith.  Also, like any new Christian, Moses will meet opposition IMMEDIATELY!  And, guess what?  That opposition comes from his own family!  But through the “substance” of faith, he is able to “demonstrate” his willingness to continue.
	“And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the Lord met him, and 	sought to kill him.  Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the 	foreskin of her son, and cast it at his 	feet, and said, Surely a bloody 	husband art thou to me.  So HE let him go:  then she said, A bloody 	husband thou art, because of the circumcision.”	(Exodus 4:24-26)
The family was going with Moses.  Not necessarily because they believed God, but because Moses was the husband, father and leader of the family.  Moses had to convince his wife it was the right thing to do.  But he COULD NOT!!  So God intervened FOR him!!   	
	You see one person cannot convince another person of sin and the need for salvation by God.  God must do that HIMSELF!  People are only INSTRUMENTS through which God works.
	So, God ATTACKED Moses!  Now that is a weird way to get Zipporah’s attention we might think.  But through His actions upon Moses, God accomplishes two things at once.  First, using Zipporah’s love for Moses, God acts against her UNcommitment.  He attacked Moses in some way (sickness?).  And Zipporah realized that her position in the matter was the CAUSE of her husband’s problem.
She decided to circumcise the son in obedience.  You see, she became convinced that God really existed.  She also realized that it was God causing the problem with her husband.  And worst of all she realized that she was the REASON!  
	Since she decided to BELIEVE what God said instead of being rebellious, then God healed Moses.
	Secondly, this showed her that she made the right choice and the right decision.
	((Please don’t assume that this is the way God deals with every person.  Because God deals with each of us in accordance with our individual traits and abilities.  Only GOD knows them!))
	The point of this example has been to show that Moses RECEIVED faith and was able to endure trial or suffering.  Now Moses will “grow.”  Because God always encourages the “evidence” of our faith.  He gives us comfort and strength through others.
	You can accept the idea of God, maybe even tell someone about Him.  But, to REALLY trust your salvation and g-r-o-w in faith, you must EXPERIENCE Him working PERSONALLY in your life!
Moses met opposition and KEPT ON GOING in his faith-belief.  Then, God encouraged him.  Notice in the story that God sent Aaron, Moses’ brother, to meet Moses in the wilderness.  Aaron was a comfort to Moses and gave him strength.
	“And the Lord said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.  And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him.”  (Exodus 4:7)
	As a result, Moses’ faith was enlarged.  He had boldly faced suffering for his faith, and had been encouraged and comforted.  He will go through many tests, trials, etc. for God.  But it is always to his benefit and always to the glory of God.  As you read the remainder of the story about Moses, you see that he grows and grows and becomes more useful in the kingdom of God.
	This is the whole story of living OUR physical lives in faith through Christ.  It is an example by which God teaches us how to live in FAITH.  We meet opposition:  Hurt, rejection, failure, sickness, etc.  And we CONTINUE to cling to God’s Way in Christ Jesus.  This is the way we grow in faith.
	Someone may ask, “But what happens if I sin again, after I come to Jesus.”  This is a very common and frequent question from people who are afraid to make a commitment to Christ.
	We must realize that salvation does not depend upon our ability or our strength!  Remember Moses.  He was very weak, but God took care of him.  
	Salvation rests safely and securely in a Holy, Just, Perfect, All-Wise and All-Powerful God Who loves those that love Him.  Believe it.  Trust it.  And CONTINUE in it!
	Since we have the human nature, we will commit acts of sin.  But our way of living is to try NOT to sin.  Our new desire, initiated by His Holy Spirit within us, is to please God.  Listen to what John said about this.
	“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”  (1John 1:9-10)
When we commit acts of sin as believers, we must confess them to God, and then TRUST His forgiveness.  (The Scripture above shows us that Christians are NOT perfect!)
	God commits His saving grace to the TRYING and trusting person.  His commitment is to the person who desires and tries to live a holy life.  And, He rewards them with power and strength and courage to continue growing.
The following verse of Scripture has given me much comfort and encouragement.
	“For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him.”  (2Chronicles 16:9)
	God HELPS us when we TRY!  He makes circumstances work in our favor -- even when it doesn’t SEEM that way to us.
	“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.”  	(Romans 8:28)
	God looks at the INTENT of the heart and sees our love, devotion, sincerity and desire toward Him.  If THAT is real, then He is perfectly just to forgive us, and to KEEP ON forgiving us.  Because the sacrifice He made in Jesus on the cross has been enough to meet His wrath against sinners.
	God was ALREADY willing to forgive, or He would not have made that sacrifice to SHOW us.  And, now, His love is won by the person’s desire and repentant attitude.
	The test of whether we believe God’s promise is how much we show our love for Him.  The more we CONCENTRATE on this, the less sin will be in our lives.
	There’s an everyday example of this in the relationships of people.  The more we concentrate on showing our love for each other, the less opportunity we give ourselves to hurt each other.  Isn’t that right?
	Our commitment to Christ is to believe and trust His forgiveness, and to continue expressing love for Him by learning His will and following in it.
	If a person does not continue in his commitment to God through all of his life’s testing, then he has either grown weak in faith because of doubting and fear; or, perhaps he never really came to that POSITION of RECEIVING faith.
	I’ve made the previous point for a purpose.  We are told in the Bible not to JUDGE a person as to whether he has or has not received faith.  We MUST deal only with whether he is USING faith.  Only God knows the full individual.  No one else can determine if a person is saved or lost.  We can only see EVIDENCE or SUBSTANCE -- that’s all.  So, let me repeat this statement once more:  We have no right as human beings to determine if a person has been saved and has received the gift of faith.	
	“Judge not, that ye be not judged.  For with what judgment ye judge ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” (Matthew 7:1-2)
	Therefore, we are left with only one thing to do.  We are to deal with encouraging people TO faith -- or to COME to faith -- or to USE faith.
	“Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. For one believeth that he may eat all things:  another, who is weak, eateth herbs.  Let no him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth:  for God hath received him.  Who are thou that judgest another man’s servant?  To his own master he standeth or falleth.  Yea, he shall be holden up:  for God is able to make him stand.”  (Romans 14:1-4)
	Moses could not have endured without faith.  He had to have it in order to demonstrate it.  That is why God GIVES faith - we NEED it so desperately!  But, even at this, yhou and I could not have determined if Moses HAD faith, even if we had lived with him.  The only reason we know today is because God TELLS us in His Holy inerrant Word.
	“And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them:  and His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as the light.  And, behold, there appeared unto them MOSES and Elias talking with Him.”  (Matthew 17:1-3)
	How many times have you seen someone have a “religious experience,” and six weeks or six months later, be right back where they started?  The sense of morality they had gained is now all gone, and they seemingly have no sense of right or wrong.  That is because a “religious experience” does not give FAITH!  GOD gives 
faith!  And faith is IMPERATIVE for continuing in a real relationship with Him.  Only a true repentant submission to God brings His forgiveness through Jesus Christ, and the gift of faith.
	In order for faith to be profitable and useful in our lives it must:  first be received, and then be used.  This is part of the dual reason for this book.  To encourage people to believe and trust Jesus and therefore COME to faith in Him; and to also encourage believers to diligently USE the gift of faith.
The Bible teaches us that without both the receiving and showing of faith we cannot please God.
	“But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
	Now, let’s go back to the beginning for a moment.  That word “ believeth” which Jesus used in John 3:16 means to TRUST, COMMIT and CONTINUE!  Because, you see, it means “clinging to until victory is won.”
	And, THAT is why Jesus could so easily demand that people openly and publicly confess Him as Lord.  Confession is the evidence of acceptance.  It is  demonstration of the trust given.  And it is the commitment of a person to continue in acceptance and trust - no matter what!
	People who are fighting open confession in church and baptism, are simply allowing their human nature to fight against the Spirit of God.  And, Christians who aren’t continually expressing their faith in Christ are simply allowing the human nature to fight against the Spirit of God.
	“Whosoever shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.”  	(Matthew 10:32-33)
	Confession of Christ as Lord of our lives today, and Savior of our eternal souls is something like an “occupation.”  It is something the believer WILL CONTINUE to do out of love for His God!
	Jesus IS going to make an eternal agreement with EVERY person!!
That agreement is called a “covenant.”  We’ll be looking more at that kind of an agreement in the next section.  But, the Lord has ALREADY laid down the terms of that agreement.  	
	Either people will LISTEN, BELIEVE/TRUST, REPENT and SUBMIT their lives to Him - or, they WON’T.  Either way, Jesus HAS ALREADY made an agreement (covenant) with them.
	Look what happens when we surrender to Him…he CONFESSES us as being SAVED ETERNALLY!! 
	But, for those who WON’T, He CONFESSES that they are LOST ETERNALLY!
	Now…here’s what it takes to come to KNOW God, and to have FAITH in Him:  SURRENDER!   Surrender WHO you are to Him, and allow Him to begin making you what He wants of you.
	If you haven’t already made your commitment to Jesus, what is to stop you from doing that right now?  NOTHING!  Not ONE thing!!  The only POSSIBLE thing that could keep you from it is OBSTINENCE and DEFIANCE -- REBELLION!
	Will you allow THAT to come between you and the ONLY way to eternal life?
	Surely you will not.   You can have Jesus in your heart right now.  Just pray and ask Him to forgive you.  Ask Him to come into your heart.  Ask Him to take CONTROL of who you are, and to make you what He wants you to be.
	If you really mean to repent and follow Jesus, He will see that in your heart and He will come IMMEDIATELY and take up PERMANENT RESIDENCE!!
	When Jesus comes into your heart, He will lead you to a church that will love you.  There, you can make a public statement of your commitment to Christ.  There you can be baptized, and begin to learn what Jesus wants from you.
	THIS is the way God has SHOWN for us to have eternal life.
	And the only alternative is hell.
	And NO ONE really wants to make THAT “covenant” with Jesus!
	Now, perhaps you have made this commitment before.  Or, maybe you have just now made that commitment to Jesus.  Then, you have been “born again!”  You 
now have spiritual desires initiated from God’s Holy Spirit within you.  And the joy of REAL LIFE is beginning in you.  You have RECEIVED the Spirit of God.
	You may not FEEL any different, but in every circumstance of life you WILL BE different.  Because, now you have a “new nature;” and that new nature is the desire to please God.  Through His gift of faith, you will WANT to know more about Him.
	You can continue to study your Bible and pray, and you will learn more about the Lord who has loved you since before the beginning of time.  You can also learn more by attending church often and building a personal relationship with other Christians.
	It would be a futile effort to turn the page and continue reading further without having made the decision to love Jesus and let Him be the LORD of your life.
	You see, Jesus does not “indwell” (or live inside) anyone who does not make that decision.  And, if He does not indwell, then the Spirit of God has not given FAITH.
	The whole remainder of this book deals with GROWING in FAITH.  And one cannot grow in something he does not have!
	If you have not made that decision, let me give you one more Scripture to consider.
	“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hat raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  (Romans 10:9-10)
	If you HAVE made the decision to surrender your life to Jesus, please read on because you are
BORN TO GROW IN JESUS!




SUMMARY OF SECTION I
In order to come to know God:
	1) A person has to be LISTENING to hear God;
	2) A person must be listening to God’s Word to KNOW Him through either preaching, teaching, personal witness or study of the Bible;
	3) A person must BELIEVE or TRUST that what God says is true;
	4) A person must REPENT and turn to God and His way as is demonstrated in the life of Jesus Christ our Lord;
	5) Then, one can RECEIVE the joy of eternal communion with God because
He personally lives with (dwells in) ever believer.
	ALL these things CAN happen in only a few moments.  However, all these things are also continual processes.  They are eternally true principles of life.  When one comes to Jesus and becomes “born again,” these processes do no cease; they CONTINUE!
	Each time we experience growth in our faith we will find that these processes have been repeated.  Though they do not present a “formula,” nevertheless they are true.  As we listen, believe and repent we draw closer to God and receive His grace to help us.  And THAT’S how we grow in faith.






SECTION II
LEARNING TO GROW IN FAITH

As chewing longer will provide more nutrition for the body,
so will meditating upon God’s Word provide more food for the Spirit.



INTRODUCTION
	If a new baby were born in your house you would nurse and care for that child very tenderly.  You would provide plenty of milk and quality food so that the child could get all of the valuable vitamins and minerals necessary for health.  Then, you would be sure they baby got plenty of wholesome exercise so the muscles of childhood would grow and form correctly.  Eventually, the child, under you  care and supervision, would become an adult with the ability to perform as an adult.
	Without proper food and healthy exercise the new baby might grow to become weak and sickly.  Thus, as a person, the child my always be dependent upon you or someone else.  Being sickly and weak, he would never be able to live a life of freedom and happiness.
	As a parent you want your child to grow normally.  You want the child to age and mature properly.  So you provide good food.  You inspire the child to exercise by playing with him/her.  You provide education and you monitor activities to insure correct actions.
	Now, if you are a “born-again” child of God, HE is your PARENT!  He wants no less for you than you would for your children, and He wants MORE!  God will provide for normal, healthy growth.  Listen to what Jesus said concerning this:
	“..if ye CONTINUE in my Word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you FREE.”  (John 8:31)
	Our Parent-God, Jesus, wants us to grow, be spiritually healthy and be free to live lives of happiness.  Therefore, He provides us with food (the Bible), brothers and sisters (church), and inspires us to exercise (teach, witness, praise, sing, etc.).
	Here is another statement Jesus made which assures us that His will is for us to have happy lives.
	“I am come that they (His children) might have life, and that they might have it MORE ABUNDANTLY!”  (John 10:10)
	Jesus wants us to grow, be happy and be productive.  With these thoughts in mind, let’s explore these three examples that come out of life.  In fact, you might say they are “attitudes” of our new spiritual life with Jesus:
	1) ENLARGING COMMITMENT
	2) MARRIAGE UNION
	3) CONTINUED RELATIONSHIPS.

ENLARGING COMMITMENT
	As children grow physically, they become more capable of handling larger and even more complicated tasks.  Enlarging our commitment to God is a matter of attitude.  As you know, some children willingly accept responsibility, but some children never even try to “grow up.”  It is the same with our spiritual lives.
	However, no matter how much our Parent-God WANTS us to grow, and no matter how many things He provides us with for that growth, WE will not grow unless we TRY!
	Today, I’m afraid, too many Christians plan God around their lives.  The real will of God is that we should plan our lives around HIM!
	Jesus should become the center-point of all our activities.  Every goal we set before us should be planned with prayerful concern for His will.  Our Lord made this very clear when He said,
	“He that is not with me is against me and he that gathered not with me 	scattered abroad.”  (Luke 11:23)
	The Christian who is not actively engaged in planning, organizing and developing his spiritual life is actually working AGAINST Christ!  It’s like a “tug of war,” and the person is pulling AGAINST Jesus!	
	For a moment, think about the words HUMAN BEING.  Think of them this way:  “human” may mean “prone to error;” and “being” refers to activity.  God created man to be “being” (active, doing).  So man is a SPIRIT.  A spirit is an active force.  So, if a person is not active in doing God’s will, he is still a “being.”  And he must be “being” active against God’s will!
	The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John) give us active accounts of how Jesus demonstrated this to us.  He grew in “wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.”  (Luke 2:52)  And He grew in responsibilities normally like we should.
	We have a doing Lord; He expects a doing people.
	We have a going Lord; He expects a going people.	
	We have a teaching Lord; He expects a teaching people.
	We have a loving Lord; He expects a loving people.	
	Enlarging our commitment to God becomes an ATTITUDE of life if we “continue” in His Word.  And growth comes to us as a result of what He teaches us and how we react.
	One of the first things we learn from Jesus is that He wants to TEACH us.
	“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my YOKE upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:  and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  (Matt. 11:28-29)
	The “yoke” is the obedience collar that was worn in the schools of that day.
It is also the insignia for a certain TYPE of school.  So what Jesus was saying might be restated like this:  “Enroll in my school; become my obedient student.  That way you’ll find peace.  You will learn the joy of disciplining yourself for God - this IS the ‘rest’ of peace!”
	Unlike high school or college, Jesus’ school is for LIFE!  EVERYDAY we go to class!  He provides a loving and tender Instructor (the Holy Spirit).  And He provides many living examples of His Word in people whom we meet.
	As we learn more of God each day, we become more USEFUL to Him as obedient children.  Because the more we learn about our Master, the more we can communicate Him to other people.  Also, the more we are committed to doing things His way, the more He can do for us in each day.
	We must believe and cling to the fact that Jesus is LORD in order to be ETERNALLY saved and ultimately brought into heaven.  But we must LET Jesus be LORD of our lives TODAY in order for Him to “save” us from so many of the problems and heartbreaks we face each day.
	There is a story in the Old Testament which demonstrates this.  The story is about a man called Jephthah.
Judg 11:1-10	                                                                                                                    1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the son of an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah.                                                                                    2 And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange woman.                                                                                                    3 Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out with him.                                                       4 And it came to pass in process of time, that the children of Ammon made war against Israel.                                                                                                                                                5 And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob:                                                           6 And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight with the children of Ammon.                                                                                                                          7 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my father's house? and why are ye come unto me now when ye are in distress?                                                                                                                                8 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and fight against the children of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.                                                                                                   9 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight against the children of Ammon, and the LORD deliver them before me, shall I be your head?                                                                                                                                            10 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The LORD be witness between us, if we do not so according to thy words.

	“Judges” (in that day) were like kings except they didn’t have all the privileges of kings.   They were God’s servants through whom God ruled Israel.  They were allowed to go and fight with an army to “deliver” Israel from oppressors.  They were asked to “judge” or settle disputes sometimes too, according to God’s law.  But they only got little (if any) pay, and they weren’t allowed to raise taxes or form governments.
	The fact that Gilead was a “judge,” meant that he was a sort of VIP.  He had a wife who gave him children.  But he had one child (Jephthah) by a harlot.  Evidently, this child had been participating in family relationship until the other children grew up.  Then, when Gilead died, they just kicked Jephthah out!!
	Later, Jephthah became a renowned warrior and had a pretty large army.  When Israel got in trouble with the Ammonites, they needed Jephthah’s help and the help of his army.  So, they asked him to come fight for them.  You know what Jephthah said, if you read the story above:  “You make me your king, and I’ll fight for you.”	
	Now, take time out to reflect on this story for a moment.  Consider that Jephthah was a SYMBOL of Christ.  Remember, Jesus was also “kicked out” by His own family (the human race).  But, when we realize the trouble we have with sin - then we want HIM to fight for us and save us!  You see, we NEED a present-day
Savior; One Who will FIGHT for us and save us from our daily difficulties.  So, we ask Jesus to help!  I guess you KNOW what HE says!
	“If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.”  (Luke 9:23)

	That means to proudly wear the insignia or symbol of Jesus’ school:  Always, and everywhere!  You might also see these other Scriptures:
	Mark 8:34, Mark 10:21, and Matthew 16:24
	In order for Jesus to be our Savior, He must first be our LORD!  Perhaps that’s why you always hear Him referred to as “LORD and Savior!”
	You might ask, “OK.  So what is this “cross” I must take up each day?”  To us today, the cross is dying to SELF and selfishness, and living for Jesus.  Look at the following Scriptures and that point will become evident.
Luke 9:24-26                                                                                                                                 24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.                                                                                                        25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?                                                                                                                                   26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.
Matt 16:25-27                                                                                                                                   25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.                                                                                                                          26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?                                                                                      27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.
	As Christians we are all going to face problems trying to live for Jesus.  Everything from flat tires on Sunday morning to children falling out of trees just before Wednesday prayer service may happen to us.  (These are just a couple of things I’ve personally faced!)
	There’s an old song which clearly relates our NEED for Jesus then.
	“In times like these, we need a Savior,                                                                 	 	In times like these, we need a Friend.”
	“Times” are always going to be a little rough.  No matter how GOOD things are here on earth, they aren’t perfect.  We must meet hurt and adversity almost everyday.  So here’s what we should do.
	“Be very sure, be very very sure,                                                                          	Reach out your hand and grip                                                                              	The SOLID ROCK!”
	Yes, we NEED a Savior EVERY day!  Here are a few problems most of us face spiritually: 	anger, greed, jealousy, pride, disappointment with our own performance,rejection from family and friends, dissatisfaction with superiors and fellow employees, inability to meet obligations correctly, loss of health and loss of loved ones.
	These are just SOME of our problems.  There are MANY more!  Mostly they are emotional, or spiritual battles.  And we need a Savior Who can win each battle.  One Who, like Jephthah, can beat the “Ammonites” in our lives.
	Jesus will be our Savior; both today and eternally.  He’ll do the saving if we’ll make Him LORD of our lives.  Jesus told us how to do that.   The following has already been used, but fits well here again.
John 8:30-32                                                                                                                                            30 As he spake these words, many believed on him.                                                                         31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;                                                                                                32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
	The more we study OF Him, the more we become LIKE Him.  It’s an ATTITUDE.  It is how we ENLARGE OUR COMMITMENT to Him.						
The more we become like Jesus, the better able we are to face the everyday problems of life.  There are many Scriptures like the following, but please see that these describe “the student’s way.”
Phil 2:5-8                                                                                                                                             5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:                                                                  6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:                         7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:                                                                                                         8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.	
2 Tim 3:14-17                                                                                                                                         14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;                                                                                        15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.                                                        16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:                                                                                    17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
	To ENLARGE your COMMITMENT to Jesus, study, learn and grow to be more LIKE Him.  Doing so will make you more useful to your Lord.  For instance you can become regular in:  attendance of Sunday School, church membership, visitation, as a giver, or perhaps even sing in the choir or teach a class.
	When we commit to Jesus for the continuing portion of our lives, then we will WANT to ENLARGE our COMMITMENT to Him.
	Also, we will recognize that we are joined with Jesus in a heavenly union.  It is a union which is similar to marriage.  That subject is next.

THE MARRIAGE UNION
	One of the most beautiful symbols in the Bible is the symbol of marriage:  including the “bride” and the “Bridegroom.”  Our Lord calls the church His “bride.”  He is the “Bridegroom.”
	Isaiah 61:10                                                                                                              I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.
	Jeremiah 2:32                                                                                                               Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number.
	Rev 21:2                                                                                                                          And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
	The church is a group of “saved” people (Christians by name) who show their love for Jesus by outward confession and continued profession.
	The church is made up of people who have believed Jesus, trusted and confessed Him as Savior and Lord.  And they are making a life’s “occupation” of telling others how Jesus has saved and is saving them.
	This doesn’t mean that the only people in the “church” are preacher and teachers.  It simply means that everyone who really and truly can be called the “bride” is actively being a proclaimed of Jesus; at home, work, play and everywhere.
	A local church is only a part of the “church” or “bride” of Christ.  The word CHURCH may refer to a local group of believers or to ALL the Christians in the world as a group.  Therefore, in this sense, each Christian is a part of the “bride” of Christ, and should consider themselves engaged to or betrothed to Jesus.  One day, He’s coming to complete this marriage union.
Rev 22:12-17                                                                                                                                  12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.                                                                                                                                 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.                       14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.                                                                  15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.                                                                            16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.                                                 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
	One point should be made here.  ALL who are in the church house are not necessarily members of the CHURCH.  However, you and I cannot be positive if one is or isn’t.  Therefore, the only thing left for us is to “LOVE one another.”!
	Now, with this in mind, reflect on a marriage in our world today.  And, since just any marriage is not always a good example, think about the BEST marriage you have ever seen.
	In this marriage, the husband LOVES his wife.  He is committed with all his life’s energy to provide for her in every way possible - physically, mentally, emotionally, socially, economically, etc.  The wife become a partner in his life - she is part of his thoughts, his planning, his organizing and everything he does is first considered as to how it would affect her.
	THAT’S God’s role with the church!  That’s what He’s doing for us right now!
	So, let’s turn that example around.  What is the role of the wife with the husband?  She is committed to preparing the household for his convenience.  She is committed to making him happy.  Not because she is bound by DUTY: but, because she willfully submits in love and devotion.
	The wife plans meals around the schedule of her husband.  So, Christians should prepare their intake of God’s Word in a scheduled manner by His direction.
	The wife keeps herself clean and presentable so that she glorifies her husband and adorns his side with beauty.  So the Christian should reflect good cleanliness and wholesome appearance and be well-mannered.
	The wife praises her husband for all his accomplishments and adores him for his attention toward her.  The Christian does these things for Jesus by openly praising Him for all provisions of life and by worshipping Him regularly.
	You see what is meant.  There are many more statements which we could make like this when we consider that the “church” is at present the “betrothed” to Jesus.  We are not yet fully married, but we have already received the VOW of the Lord to marry!  He is NOW preparing a place for our residence.
John 14:1-3                                                                                                                                          1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.                               2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.                                                                                                               3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
	Hopefully, as a result of meditating on this, you will commit to being READY for the wedding!  It COULD happen anytime!!
	Since the bride does not know when the Bridegroom will come for her, we should ALWAYS be ALERT and READY!
	“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day not the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.”  (Matthew 25:13)
	If you wish to get a different look at how a covenant between God and man is performed, you might read Genesis 15:1-18.  A covenant is based on PROMISES.  God promises to help us love and live for Him in this world today AND He promises to give us eternal salvation if we’ll TRY!
	If you read the account of Abraham’s covenant mentioned above, then you have realized THAT covenant included dividing an animal.  The statement one is making in that act is something like this:
“If I don’t keep my end of the bargain, you can cut ME up like this!”
	Now, I’d say that was a pretty STRONG agreement!  Wouldn’t you?
	If you’ll read that account very closely, you’ll see that actually GOD made the covenant with HIMSELF!  Abraham was just included in the BENEFITS!!
	Keep that in mind.  Our covenant with God is based upon His covenant with Himself.  It is based upon God’s promises to God!
	A note of comfort here is the fact that God has made some 3,000 promises in the Bible, and EVERY ONE has been kept!  God IS going to uphold His end of the bargain!
	A covenant in Abraham’s day extended to any family member who wanted to be a part.  For instance, if a new child was born into one of the families and then grew to his age of accountability, then he could join in the covenant.  If one did not desire to participate in the covenant, he wasn’t required to do so…but, he had the OPPORTUNITY.
	The covenant also extended to ALL of each party’s belongings.  Any thing one had, also belonged to the other.  Anytime one wanted to use something the other had, all he had to do was make arrangements with courtesy, and it was his.  (Perhaps we should think of prayer in this light.)
	To “seal” the covenant or make it official, a meal was eaten together.  This symbolized the fact that the two people were “taking in” one another and were officially “part” of one another.
	Usually, there was a symbolic “cutting” in a certain area.  This was an outward symbol to the world that these were members of a covenant agreement.  For instance, a certain “cut” on the wrist:  or the ritual of circumcision (in Abraham’s covenant with God).  
	From this idea came the wedding ring, which is to be a symbol to the world of a covenant between husband and wife.  
	Now.  What about baptism?						
	In churches today, we have two ordinance which reflect the use of symbols which identify our covenant with God through Jesus Christ.
	Being baptized is an act which demonstrates our obedience to Christ.  By being baptized we are making a “picture-statement.”  Going down into the water shows, “I’m dying to my self-will, and being buried in unison with Jesus.”
	Then, being lifted up out of the water, the baptizer is saying “Now Jesus is resurrecting you to a new life, and a life of living by His will.”
	The other ordinance which reflects the meal eaten by parties of the covenant is called “The Lord’s Supper.”  As we eat the bread, we are saying, “Lord Jesus, I take you into my life and desire to be like you.”  As we drink the wine, we are saying, “Lord, You say all life is in the blood, so I take this and ask that Your life be in me.”
	These ordinances are beautiful “picture-statements.”  They are ways in which we can OPENLY confirm that we are in covenant agreement with Jesus.
	Baptism gets the new child of God started off on the right foot.  Immediately, he has opportunity through this ordinance to openly confess his “betrothatl” to the Lord.  And the Lord’s Supper is a continuing ordinance of the church which gived us the privilege of openly confessing our “betrothatl” to Jesus.
	The marriage union or “wedding” is used as a symbol to reflect our relationship with Jesus often.  It is a covenant relationship.
	Look for this as you continue to study God’s Word daily.  As God reveals to us about our role as “bride,” we grow in understanding of our relationship to Him.

THE BUSINESS MANAGER

	Another example of a Christian’s attitude toward his God and Savior is seen well in a roll as a business manager.  Read this parable Jesus taught.
Matt 25:14-30                                                                                                                               14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.                                                                   15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.                                             16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.                                                                                                                    17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.                                         18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.                             19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.          20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.                                                                                                                                21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.                                                                                                                                   22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.                                              23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.                                                                                                                                                24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:                                                                                                    25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.                                                                                                                                                26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:                                27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.                                                                       28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.                       29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.                                                      30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
	I believe Jesus was teaching the roll of being a business manager for Him.  As Lord of all, Jesus has given us all some things over which we should be diligent managers.  A manager wants to be as wise as he can in the handling of his affairs.
He particularly wants to be wise in the special area or trade in which he is involved.  That’s because he wants to please his superior.  It is not necessarily for “keeping” his job, because a GOOD manger can FIND a job.  And his job is pretty much secure, anyway, because he’s a GOOD manager.  The main reason he wants to please his superior is because that’s the AGREEMENT he made when taking the job.   And he wants to be true to his promise that he gave in keeping a good working relationship.
Do you see how this can apply to our relationship with Jesus?
	Any good manager will seek advice from the AUTHORITY in his field.  That is so he will be able to do the best job he can.  THE AUTHORITY in managing LIFE is GOD’S WORD!
	The word of God in picture form is Jesus.  But the written word is enough to make us “wise unto salvation” (2Timothy 3:15).  And that wisdom is needed everyday.
“A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: “  (Proverbs 1:5)
“The fear (respect, honor, reverence) of the Lord is the BEGINNING of knowledge:  but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  (Proverbs 1:7)
	Most Christians tend to look at possessions as the things which they own and must manage properly for the Lord.  This is true.  We should take very good care of the “things” which God has given us.  And we should be good managers of them -- using them wisely.
	But let us widen our vision on this subject.  Money, house, car, etc. are not the only possessions which God has given us.  What about:  TIME?  PERSONALITY?IMAGINATION?
	If we are GIVERS, then we should listen to ALL of God’s teaching concerning giving, so that we will be better managers of ALL we possess.
“Bring ye ALL the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”  (MalachI 3:10)				
Here is the thought I want to convey.  Take a moment to read what Jesus said to the Pharisees that tithed money, but FORGOT these other areas!
“Woe unto you, scribes and Parisees, hypocrites!  For ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, and have ommitted the WEIGHTIER matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith:  these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”  (Matthew 23:23)
Now I’m going to make a very unpopular statement.  When a preacher or an evangelist spends the majority of his “preacing” time asking for money, the he is “MIS-MANAGING” God’s TIME!!  There are 1,189 chapters in the Bible.  No doubt, some of those chapters deal with money - tithing, or giving.  
	But over 80% of those chapters deal with teaching us to use God’s Word in a way that will keep us from being errant - or wrong.  So, I ask you:  what is the MAJORITY of the Word of God working on in your heart?  Is it GIVING/TITHING, or is it BEING!
	When a person spends MORE time begging for money on TV (at perhaps $100,000 per hour), than that person spends on equipping the saints with needed food, and leading the lost to Jesus; then that person has lost sight of the main purpose.  He has MIS-MANAGED God’s TIME; which, by the way, was paid for with GOD’S money!!
	God has given me (and you) 168 hours per week.  If I truly tithe - then I should use 17 hours for Him at least.  This time can be used to:  worship, pray, study, encourage Christians or tell others about Jesus.  That time should be PLANNED in advance.  It is best used in foresight.
	A Christian will plan his whole week around God (the study, prayer, and praise of Him).  When other things begin to interfere with the plan, then we must do all we can to STAY with the plan.  Are you planning your time for God?
	God has also give us a personality.  If I really want to give Him what is due from His bride, I must develop that personality to please Him.  Now don’t take this wrong.  Because we are not supposed to become “People-Pleasers.”  But we should develop our personality in a way which compliments our Lord.  We can do this by concentrating in prayer about the use of our words.  When a teacher is teaching, for instance; he might pray, “Lord, how can I say this so that it will be more interesting?  
Please help me to see the answer.”  Or, he might pray, “Lord, how can I communicatge this principal with an example which is meaningful?” Are you thinking and praying about how you communicate with people daily?
	God has given us an imagination too.  If I really love my Lord, I will exercise and use the imagination for His glory; not just let it run amuck.  Some people are especially blessed with this talent.  As they meditate, new thoughts and ideas take place in their minds.  Then they put those ideas to work.  This is what our Lord meant when He said, 
	“….Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom                          of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.”  (Matthew 13:52)
	Besides, if we spend more time using our imagination FOR Jesus, we won’t be thinking ourselves right into trouble, or brooding about things so often.  Are you using your imagination for Jesus?
	All of these things take MANAGEMENT.  There is the crux - the basis - for the Christian life.  Managing the WHOLE life so as to praise and honor God.
	With this in mind, here are some thoughts about managing skills.  There has been no “trade” or profession which has received more benefit from the Word of God than management.  Much of the Bible deals with people relatinships and HOW to think.  This is what it takes to be a good manager.  By the way, this is also the reason children should be taught the Bible BEFORE they go to school!  So they will know HOW to think.
	Now, there are five basic things a good manager will do:  PLAN, ORGANIZE, STAFF, DIRECT and CONTROL.
	In PLANNING, the manager sets goals and objectives.  He must set those ina reasonable manner.  Goals that CAN be reached; but, ones that will make him “s-t-r-e-t-c-h.”  Ojbectives are the smaller steps used to reach the major goals.
	Here’s an example.  Suppose your immediate goal in your “student relationship” is to learn the sixty-six books of the Bible.  This the GOAL.  So, now set objectives suich as learning the first eleven books the first week.  Then learn the second eleven books the next week, etc.  The GOAL will not be achieved until ALL the objectives are achieved.
	In order to meet the goals by a specific time, one must PLAN and ORGANIZE his activities.  For instance, one might set aside (plan) one hours per day to learn the books of the Bible.  Then, the day must be organized around the hour to be used.  And sometimes we’ve got to run “interference” so that the hour will not be taken away by something else.
	Then, STAFFING, the manager may need to sues someone to listen to his recital of the books of the Bible.  A QUALIFIED person should be chosen; one who is willing and has knowledge of the material.  God has been very gracious to give us brothers and sisters in the church who can help with such activities.
	Now, the manager must DIRECT his activities each day until each of the objectives and finally the goal is met.  In order to do this, he must set CONTROLS on his activities so that time is not wasted and effort can be reduced to a minimum.
	This has been a brief (very) outline of the way to accomplish tasks and meet goals.  We are, at best, managers of our lives for God.  Christians should have as their main goal:  “to manage my life in such a way as to always glorify and praise my Lord, Jesus Christ.”
	Therefore, the Christian should USE God’s Word to guide him in all his management activities.  Because God’s Word outlines HIS desire for the living of our lives.
	God’s desire is for us to plan all the activities of our lives around HIM at the CENTER!
	“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.”  (Deuteronomy 6:5)
	“And he (Jesus) said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny Himself, and take up his cross daily and follow me.”  (Luke 9:23)		
The success of the Christian is measure by seven little words out of the mouth of God:  “well done thou good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:21)	
Now THERE’S a GOAL!
	Are you planning and setting objectives in order to reach that goal?


										
SECTION II SUMMARY

	Learning to grow in faith is to:
	1) Eat the proper food - God’s Word,
	2) Remember that I am His bride and act accordingly,
	3) Remember I am a manager for Him, and work accordingly.

	Again, may I point out these are CONTINUING processes; they do not cease.
All the activities of our daily lives should center on Jesu and His will as expressed in the Bible.  To KNOW that will, we must be studious.
	And, to know the expression of that will for us PERSONALLY, we must be very 
prayerful.









SECTION III
FIVE AREAS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH

“The more you give, the more you get -
The more you laugh, the less you fret
The more you do uselfishly
The more you live abundantly….”
Helen Steiner RiceI

INTRODUCTION
	The Bible tells us in 1Corinthians 13:13 that these three things endure throughout all time:  “faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”
	Love and romance go together.  To love someone is to romance them.  If we really love God we will romance Him by doing those things which please Him.
	The five subjects discussed in this section are discussed over and over in God’s Word.  These are five things which His children do that please Him.  While they are pleasing to God, they are also BENEFICIAL to us.
	Any teaching/learning principal which has been used very long in the educational field actually came from the Bible.  For instance, we learn best by repetition.  And we learn even faster when reptition is reinforced with examples or experiencing a principal as it is happening.  This is the way God teaches in the Bible.  Repeating and adding examples as He allows us to experience in every day living.
Isa 28:9-13                                                                                                                                 9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.                                                10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:                                                                                                  11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.                                     12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.                                                                                    13 But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.
	God teaches us that “precept must be upon precept,” one thing at a time, and each new one bulding upon the last one.
	Since we recognize that God teaches us by repetition we have something we can USE.  From now on, every time you see a certain principal or “precept” being RETAUGHT as you study, then you will know it is important to learn.  God is very stingy with words.  But He is very, very effective with them when we are paying attention.  So, if God REPEATS something and uses the time and space, then we certainly need to LEARN it.
	It is obvious that there is much focus in the whole Bible on these five areas:  PRAYER, STUDY, WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, and PROPHECY.  Of course, there are many other areas covered too.  But, these five seem to present us with a certain PLAN.
	If Chrfistians spend more time doing what pleases God they will do less that displeases Him.  Even though Christians are saved and forgiven, we still have the human nature to sin.  And sin definitely does not please God.  So, it is reasonable for us to realize that we would be better off spending time doing what God says.
	Thbis is where most of us fail.  The HUMAN feeling is “I don’t want to have to dig or work to learn how to be a Christian.  I would rather God just teach me ALL AT ONCE.  Or, maybe He will just teach me as I attend church.”  
	This feeling is because anything that takes away from our PERSONAL time causes us to rebel against it at first.  This is a normal human reaction.
	Please understand -- ONE IS NOT FORCED TO DO ANY OF THESE THINGS!  We do them because we LOVE God!  And our love releases a joy in us when we are pleasing Him.
	Since God is omniscient (all wise), He knows this.  And He also know WHAT IS BEST FOR US.  Just like Mom and Dad knew what kind of diet to feed us when we were babies.
	God is so wonderful to us!  He wants us to be useful, and He also wants us to love Him and workd to please Him.  So, He gives us these ways to do both!
	Because of His infinite wisdom, God realizes that if we were to spend all out time in prayer or study or any ONE of these areas, we would not be very useful in His kingdom.  So, He very wisely gives us a BALANCED way of doing both.  We can communicate with Him and be useful servants at the same time.
	The more time we devote to doing what God say, the less trouble we’ll have in living life.  Our selfish desires have less opportunity to surface when we are involved in romancing God.  And, let’s just face it:  It’s our selfish desires that get us into trouble!
As we look at each of these individual ways to please and praise God, please remember:  Our lives should be somewhat EVENLY balanced with all five of these areas.  It’s like a balanced diet of meat, milk, bread, vegetables, and fruit for good physical health.


PRAYER
	Communications is like a two-way street.  There is traffic going and coming.  For us to communicate effectively with God, we must talk AND listen.  Prayers may sometimes seem unanswered just because we weren’t LISTENING.  Or, perhaps we heard, but it wasn’t what we WANTED to hear.
	Praying is talking to God.  God is a person.  And, God is an able and effective communicator.  He will listen, and He will answer.  Jesus said,
	“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”  (John 14:13-14)
	Now, this doesn’t’ mean that we just ask God for anything and add “in Jesus’ name.”  The point is that asking in the name of Jesus is asking in the assurance that He loves us and will do anything for His children.  But, you wouldn’t give a shotgun to a three-year-old would you?  God uses DISCRETION in His answers of our prayers.
	Another meaning of the verse above is that we ask in the name of Jesus, because we ask AS JESUS WOULD ASK.
	Let’s see how that point is covered in Schripture.  In Hebrews 4:16, God says,	“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain  mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”
	We are to approach God’s throne assured that we are accepted because we believe and tgrust in Jesus.  Nothing else will make us be accepted.  He knows all our feeling; all our temptations; all our hurts; and all our needs.  And, God can readily identify with whatever we are asking.  Therefore we are to understand and BELIEVE that our God-man Jesus Christ will make us welcome when we pray.
	Now, please look at these two Scriptures together:
	“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  Fear God, and keep His 	 Commandments:  for this is the whole duty of man”  (Ecclesiastes 12:13)
	“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon  your lusts.”  (James 4:3)
These two statements point out two very important things.  
First, the purpose of all we do should be to please God.  We do this by being obedient.  Second, we often ask “amiss” as James says, just to satisfy ourselves.  But God would have us ask according to His WILL.  THAT is the way Jesus would pray.  So, when we pray, we should bring praise to God, and accomplish His purpose for our lives.
	Jesus taught a model prayer to His disciples.  You and I are disciples if we are WILLING STUDENTS.  That is what a disciple is:  a willing student of Jesus.
	Very briefly then, let us look at the model prayer and see the content of the model.
	“After this manner therefore pray ye:  Our Father which art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  They will be done in earth,
	 as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our
	 debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but
	 deliver us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, 	 	for ever.  Amen.”  (Matthew 6:9-13)
	This is a MODEL prayer.  That means we are not limited or restricted to this prayer alone.  Neither does it mean that we are limited to these areas or subjects alone.  But this prayer provides principals or foundations of prayer.
	First, honor God by recognizing Him as Creator - Father of all.
	Second, praise Him and respect His holy Name.
	Third, 	recognize that He is Lord of the whole kingdom - which includes earth and us.
	Fourth, realize that as we pray we only want His will done - because may ask amiss.  Remember?
	Fifth, our desires should be focused primarily on what we need today, since tomorrow is not promised.
	Sixth, we definitely want God to forgive us, and we know it is His will.  We also know it is His will for us to be forgiving of others, so we ask Him for the ability and courage to do so.
	Seventh, we know that temptation to do wrong is all around us, and we need God to deliver us from the temptation - so ask.
Eighth, we praise God again with recognition of Him as Holy and due all glory and honor throughout eternity.
	Now, let me suggest that you take your Bible and read the thirteenth chapter of John.
	Jesus prayed for today and for the future.  He prayed for His present disciples and for YOU AND ME!  By doing this, Jesus demonstrated that we need to realize God may grant us future days.  Provided He does so, we are good managers if we prepare for those days in a proper attitude.
	Take care to note that Jesus asked for very little physical things.  He asked for spiritual things.  They are the most important!  How can a person live a physically  happy life if he is emotionally or mentally in anguish?  Sooner or later, health will fail too.  And, how can a person live a financially happy life if he is emotionally or mentally in anguish?  Soon, he will make the wrong decision and lose it all, or he will die and it will not benefit him at all.  Listen to what Jesus said about where our ASKING focus should be.
	“But seek ye FIRST the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  (Matthew 6:33)
	Here is an example that might help focus our attention on the proper place.  Suppose you took all of the water in the Pacific ocean and put it on one side of you and one little drop of water on the other side.  In comparison, how big is the little drop?  Minute!  Infintesimal!  “Teensy-tiny!”  Well, that’s just how much TIME physical life has in comparison with ETERNAL life!  So, the most important things are the spiritul ones.  Realizing this will increacer our desire to do those things  which please God.
	As much as we ask in prayer, we should also LISTEN.  (There’s that word again.)  God may answer our prayer in various ways.  He may call to our memory a Scripture passage which immediately answers our prayer.  Or, He may answer us later in our study time.  He may answer through specific leadership with His Word as we study in the church with others.  God may answer us through people.  They may make statemetns that come at special times when we realize it is God’s message to us, answering our prayer.  And yes, God may even answer in voice.
	Be sure to remember that God will ALWAYS answer in consistency with Scripture.  That is because God is perfectly harmonious.  Everything He has done or ever will do is consistent with what He IS doing.  There is NEVER a time when God will answer a prayer in opposition to written Scripture.  There are two good reasons for this.  First, God is perfect.  Second, when His Word was written, He took great care to preserve the content and the intent of the message.
	“For ever, O Lord, they word is settled in heaven.”  (Psalm 119:89)	
	“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,  for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  	(2Timothy 3:16-17)
	So, when you get an answer, check it against Scripture.  And, if you ever hear a “voice,” be sure to check it with Scripture.  There are many “voices,” and all of them aren’t God’s!  We do tend to hear what we WANT to hear sometimes!
	God WILL answer your prayer - believe it - (and there’s THAT word again!)
Remember, “no” is an answer!
	One thing about prayer; as often as we have need we should pray.  Luke said this was the purpose for the following parable.
Luke 18:1-7                                                                                                                                     1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;                                                                                                                                                  2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man:                   3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.                                                                                                                               4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man;                                                                                                                       5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.                                                                                                                                   6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.                                                                7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them?	
	If you practice playing golf a lot - you will become more able to play properly.  
	It is the same with prayer.  There are many things to ask God for, and asking helps to assure us of His answer.  Asking also is recognition of God as able and willing to help His children.
	Prayer should come from internal desires.  It should come from our realization of the different problems in our lives and lives of others.  Perhaps one reason for a weak prayer life is because we aren’t paying attention to the problems of others.
	When we talke to God we must remember He is a PERSON.  He is genuinely listening and He wants the BEST for His children.  He wants the best for OTHERS also.
	Now, God does not always give us what we WANT.  It could be dangerous, like a gun in the hands of a three-year-old.  So, we shouldn’t be surprised if the anser to our prayer is “wait,” or “no.”
	Set aside a time for prayer each day.  Maybe two or three times if you can.  And don’t forget to LIESTEN - with ALL your senses.  And KEEP listening during the day, week and month - or until you KNOW you have received an answer.
	“Pray without ceasing.”  (1Thessalonians 5:17)  This doesn’t necessarily mean to be in constant prayer.  It means to be constantly READY to pray, and never stop the ACT of praying.  Be in a constant ATTITUDE of prayer.
	As your concern for others, your church, your country, and the world grows, your prayers will become more freqent and more bluent.  Don’t be discouraged by fumbling now, keep plugging away and paying attention.  Soon you will be communicating with God like you do your Mom, Dad, wife…well, maybe even BETTER!
	You might find it helpful to research prayer and to learn what God says in other places in the Scriptures.  If so, here are a few Scripture references for your convenience:  Matthew 5:4, Matthew 26:41, Luke 18:1, Romans 8:26, 
1Thesalonians 5:17 Psalm 55:17, James 5:13-18, Jude 20-21, 2Chronicles 7:14-15.
	Most people have a natural problem with public prayer.  It seems we just naturally “shy away” from it if possible.  It’s probably because we’re just plain SCARED.
	When called on to pray in church as a teenager, I was very embarrassed at my inability to pray.  The fear that everyone was just “watching” for my mistakes bothered me.  It was a very awkward moment.  But, thank God, we had a very loving pastor.  He came around later and made a few noncommittal remarks, then said, “By the way, thanks for praying for us last week.”  I remarked that it was a very inept attempt, and I was very embarrassed.  Then, he did what pastors are famous for; he took time to help me get over the fear.  You see, he knew it was there - he’d known the SAME fear as a person.  But he wanted to help me GROW.  He calmly explained that no matter WHERE we pray it is still “me and God.”  He also showed me that the more we pray for others, the more we are aware of needs, and the easier it is to speak to God about them - even publicly!
	God is not ashamed of His children!  He’s willing to listen ANYWHERE!  And, there is one other Scripture which helps us, as long as we don’t grow dependent upon it.
	“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities:  for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”  (Romans 8:26)
	God knows our heart; He knows our need before we ask.  And, He helps us to communicate.  So, if we face a really disastrous and confusing time in our lives, we can depend on God to KNOW our need, because the Holy Spirit of God is “inside” of us, and will relay the message.
	If you feel or seem inadequate or unable in prayer, just be more alert to the needs of those around you.  It will be easier for you to speak your desires to God. And don’t let the fear of others bother you - they LOVE you -- they are WITH you.  In fact, they’re probably even PRAYING for you!
	As you begin to see the answer to yhour prayers, you will realize how God is blessing you.  It will be wonderful for you to see that we are in partnership with God.  As we submit to His will, He is willing to work THROUGH us and we are able to SEE that in answered prayers.
	Answered prayers are blessings for which we should THANK God -- which is ANOTHER way of praying.  Seeing prayers answered puts joy in our hearts.  And joy is the spiritual foundation for ability and activity.
	Just look around you and see that this is a true principal.  Those people who are most active in elder ages are those who have INNER joy.
	When we are at our worst in accomplishments and ability, then we are in the best position - “down.”  Because then we realize our need to RELY ON GOD and we are better able to release ourselves into His perfect care.  God tells us:
	“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  (Romans 10:13)
	One more thing which may be very important to know about prayer.  Never ask God to do anything you wouldn’t be willing to be USED in as an “instrument.”  For instance, why should we ask God to stir someone’s “soup” (life), if we are not willing to be the “spoon?”  If we aren’t willing to be a participant in the request, was the request GENUINE?  Or, did we just “repeat” some request we heard others pray, like a parrot does?
	Sometimes we get repetitive too, like broken records -- “repeat, repeat,” etc.
Concnetrate on trying to communicatge with God PERSONALLY and GENUINELY.  Even if prayer is shorter at first.  Speak to Him about the real desires of your heart.  Then, be ready for some real blessings!
	Pray.  Pray often.  Take time to pray.  MAKE time to pray.  If you  are married, be sure to pray together often.
	Talking with the Lord resolves very many problems.  Because it is not only a time when we release our worries TO God; but it is a time when He REVEALS to us through His answers.
	So pray.  Pray in order to grow in communication with God.
	“But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.”  (Jude 20-21)

STUDY

	Before you begin this section, please understand one primary principal.
One must BELIEVE God’s Word is right before he can properly study.  Any other approach to God’s Word is without effect because it is in doubt.
	“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 	  interpretation.  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:  But holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”  (2Peter 1:20-21)
	We must approach God as inseparable from his Word.  If there is any time when we feel there is confict, then the problem must be with “me” and not with God’s Word.  This is one play on words that has meant much to me:  God is Saviour - He came to save our “I.”  God’s Word has been with Him from the beginning.  There has never been a time when the Word of God did not reflect the PERSON of God.  The Word of God is as much a part of Him as is His will.  When He speaks, His eternal Spirit determines that what He says will happen.  Therefore, the Word of God is not given with the full impact of His unity and wholenss behind it.
	“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.”  (Genesis 1:1-3)	
	“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made.  In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.”  (John 1:1-4)
	The Word of God is summed up or culminates in the PERSON of Jesus Christ.  The Bible is the revelation of Jesus Christ.  So, when we are studying the Bible, we are studying a part of Jesus.
	All of the written Word is actually a story of Jesus.  I heard someone once put it this way:  “The Bible is not a history book; it’s HIS STORY!”
	Studying means more than just reading, as any high school or college student will readily agree.  The purpose for study is to LEARN.  And the reason for learning is to make USE of what we learn.  Let it be profitable.
	Study is also a form of worship.  It is actually telling God, “I love you, and I now You have the words of correct and abundant life, and I want to learn YOUR way.”
	At the risk of becoming a bit “negative” for a moment, here is some “prodding” thought.  A Christian who is not daily studying God’s Word is already straying out of the will of God!  God’s will is for His children to be happy.  Learning about Him from the Bible is healthy food to make us happy.  Listen to what God says about that.
	“Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God is one Lord:  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy sould, and with all thy might.  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine HEART: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt TALK of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  	And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.”  (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
	Let’s look at some “key” words here.  “..in thine HEART:” means to KNOW them.  Then, He says to “teach” and “talk” of them.
	Learning God’s Word is important, because we can’t make USE of it unless we learn it.
	“Study  to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth.”  (2Timothy 2:15)
	Study does not stop with understanding and comprehension.  The principals learned must be applicable, “rightly dividing the Word of truth.”  God tells us in Proverbs 2:8 that He preserves the way of His children: “He keepeth the paths of judgement, and preseveth the way of His saints.”
	Now, one way that God “preserves” us is by giving us a good education in PRINCIPALS OF LIVING.  Principals which are true any time, any where, with any one.
	Keep in mind, studying does not mean “memorize,” it means to LEARN FOR USE.  So briefly, very briefly, here are a few points to remember when you study.
	1. Learn the historic time involved because it gives more meaning.
	2. Learn the symbols of that age of time and try to relate them to today.
	3. Get the TIMELESS meaning -- the principal which holds true anytime.
	4. Learn where to find BASIC principals in the Bible for future reference.
	5. Learn how to APPLY Scripture to your own life.
	6. Learn how to USE Scripture to encourage and uplift others.
	7. Learn how to use Scripture to lead someone to Jesus.
	It doesn’t do much good to be highly intellectual if we can’t APPLY what we know to everyday life.  What good is a head full of knowledge which can’t be transferred to practical use?  If God has been gracious enough to grant us an education, He did it so we can help others.  Therefore, study does not END with understanding, and learning does not end with comprehension.
	It is the work of the student AFTER college that is profitable.  Study in God’s Word is made profitable by looking for opportunities to USE what is learned.
	Now, some Christians tend to fall down in this area.  Instead of daily studying and meditating on God’s Word, they depend on the Sunday School teacher or the preacher to tell them what they need to know.  That’s the easiest way to be led into wrong thinking that there is!  The Bible teaches us to study so that we can TEST or prove false prophets, and so that we won’t be led into wrong thinking.
	“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but TRY the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”  (1John 4:1)
	Once my dad and I were doing some “shade tree” mechanics on my car.  We had taken the whole motor apart.  After repairing the worn out part, then we put it all back together.  One minor detail was forgotten, and guess what?  Yep.  We had to take it apart again, and put it back together again!  Now the car wasn’t lost; neither did we die from the extra work.  But, it sure was AGGRAVATING!
	The point here is that God wants to give us directions that will make our daily life easier.  If one doesn’t study and find out what God says, he is easy to fool into believing what any one else might say.  This was one of the reasons why the Bible was not printed for the common man until the fourteenth century, even though printing was fairly cheap long before then.  The Word of God was actually USED by some people for their own profit!  Twisting the truth to suit their own selfish desires they could lead others like they wanted to.
	There’s really no excuse for the common man today.  Bibles come in all colors to match every suit or dress.  And they are CHEAP!  You can get them in small or large print.  Now, if you know someone who can’t read, they then need help.  You can help them have a good knowledge of the Bible by reading TO them, or by purchasing audio cassette tapes or cd’s, so they can HEAR the Word.

						
WORSHIP
	To state it simply, worship is adoring God.  It is actually demonstrating the adoration of Him.  Prayer, study, singing, meditating on His Word, testimonies, tithing; ALL are forms of worship.
	God can be worshiped in private or public.  Some worship can only be done publicly.  One can meditate privately, but demonstrating a  planned life for God can only be done publicly; and, usually through a local church.
	Private worship might be though of as being for our own benefit.  Public worship is beneficial to ourselves and others.  One way children are taught is by the actions of their parents.  Jesus taught public worship by His actions.  Many times in the gospels Jesus is presented in church (synagogue).  This shows us that He felt it was important to worship God together in a local group of believers.
Luke 2:27-28                                                                                                                   27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,                                                            28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,
Luke 2:42                                                                                                                           42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.
Luke 4:16                                                                                                                          16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.
	You can see by the progression of events that our Lord grew up being taught that going to church was part of the life of a believer.  At Nazareth, where He was Raised, there was a synagogue - o the Jewish version of a local church.  Public worship had become a custom for our Lord, and He demonstrated it to all those around Him.  He was an active participant in the local church.
	Now going to church is not a means of salvation.  But when we meet, trust and follow Jesus, the experience of our salvation will certainly lead to active participation in church.  And the Word of God spends a lot of time developing reasons for church-going.
	You will remember the scripture 2Peter 1:19 teaches us that God’s Word was written down to give us a “more sure way” of following God.  Since the Bible gives us the more sure way, then we should follow the instructions found in it.
	God says we shouldn’t miss gathering together for worship.
Heb 10:23-25                                                                                                                  23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)                                                                                                                        24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:                25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
	God always provides balance to our lives.  Notice that church-going is a “custom.”  It is not an absolute imperative.  However, balanced against this is a great and urgent encouragement to not “forsake,” or miss.  Our Lord knows that it is not always possible to be there, but He also expects us to make EVERY effort to be there.
	To worship God means to place Him as the primary center of our lives.  He becomes the central force and everything we do revolves around Him.  He is the center of our adoration and the object of our attention.  
	Now, some people do that with “family,” “work,” “fishing,” “hunting,” “the yard,” or even “TV.”  (Of course I’m sure they don’t consider that IDOL worship; but God does!)
	(Dispatcher: "9-1-1 What's the nature of your emergency?"                                  Caller: "My wife is pregnant and her contractions are only two minutes apart!!"                 Dispatcher: "Is this her first child?"                                                                                                 Caller: "No, of course not! This is her HUSBAND!"
Sometimes, when we become excited about things, what we HEAR doesn't fully register.  And, of course, sometimes we don't exactly SAY what we should.
Kinda like the little mix-up between the 911 operator and the caller above.
He was a little excited and didn't realize the operator was asking if his wife was giving birth to a second child.  Of course, in her haste, the operator didn't exactly word it correctly.  Sometimes we become overly excited about things happening to us, and we don't REMEMBER what God has taught us in His Word. Keep Jesus FIRST!!)
	Keep in mind, when we devote our lives to God, our lives do not belong to us anymore!  They belong to HIM!
	Gal 2:20                                                                                                                20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
	Paul was saying that he was looking for God’s expressed will so he could do it!
	In the first section of this book, this was the idea of “repentance.”  If we plan to find a local church which is involved in worshipping God, and commit to serving Him in that church, then God will teach us what we are to do there for Him.
	Another way of looking at worship is like establishing priorities.  We all have priorities.  God has established some of them FOR us.  Naturally, HE comes FIRST!
	Our personal relationship to Him is primary before all other things.
He created the first “institution” called a family.  So our second priority is to establish and maintain family relationships, which includes work to support and care for family members.
	Third, God also formed the church.  And our third obligation, as Christians, is to establish and maintain a good working relationship with the church.  That means we use our talents and abilities in God’s church to help further the kingdom of God.  And, yes, that includes our money too!
	Mal 3:10                                                                                                                 10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
	1 Cor 16:2                                                                                                                2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store , as God hath prospered him, …
	Earlier, when you read THE BUSINESS MANAGER, you saw that God expects us to use TIME for His glory.  Time in public worship is part of our giving to God.
	One of the purposes for church-going is to “exhort,” or encourage each other.  The local church actually has many functions.  But there are four major ones:
	1. Praising God (praying, singing, teaching, ministering together);
	2. Encouraging and uplifting and teaching each other;
	3. Being a demonstration to the world of God’s activity in our lives;
	4. And, providing an organized plan to reach others for Christ.
	The apostle Paul spent the majority of his Christian life for the purpose of establishing churches as on-going concerns; ones that would continue.  The instructions God gave him concerning the church are recorded in our New Testament, and are still used today for establishing and maintaining churches as on-going concerns in the kingdom of God.
	Going to church helps us to benefit from fellow Christians’ experiences too.  As we listen to their testimonies we learn from them.  Through this method, God has given us a way that we can learn to apply His Word to our lives without always having to learn through personal experience.
	One thing perhaps should be pointed out here:  The reason for the Christian church meeting on Sunday.  The original Sabbath was Saturday.  What made the change?  First, Jesus was resurrected on Sunday.  Second, He met with the disciples on Sunday after His resurrection.  After His ascension, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to the church on Sunday.  And the New Testament records that Christians met on “…the first day of the week.”   You might see the following Scriptures for more information:       Acts 2:1   (Pentecost came 50 days after the Sabbath of Passover.  That was on a Sunday.)  See also:   Acts 20:7, 1Corinthians 16:2.
	Being regular in church attendance is a part of the “works” of the Christian.  This is not something one does to obtain salvation.  It is because the joy of salvation is in the heart and makes us alive to doing what God wants.  Faith without works is dead, or useless, or unprofitable.
	Matt 21:28-31                                                                                                       28 But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard.                                                                                  29 He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.                    30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not.                                                                                                                       31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? 
	James 2:14-17                                                                                                     14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?                                                                                             15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,                                        16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?                                                                                                                           17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
	Faith in Jesus and the works of Jesus go together.  Remember Hebrews 11:1, “…faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
For someone else to know we have the substance of faith, it must be expressed by us.  Part of having faith is demonstrating it.  That’s because God works IN you and THROUGH you.  “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”  (Philippians 2:13)
	Now, here’s a side note.  When you get to the section entitled FELLOWSHIP, you will find much more about the following subject.  But right now is a good time to get a basis for handling the problem of people in case you run into it soon.
	God sets standards for our relationships and dealings with each other.  The main standard is this:
	John 13:34-35                                                                                                              34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.                                                                                       35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
	Jesus sacrificed Himself in order to demonstrate His love for us.  And, He says that this is our standard!
	So, always keep this in mind, nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.
	And, if we love Him, we WILL always be a productive part of a local body of believers, or a church.  Because nothing can separate us from his love and loving Him and wanting to be active in His kingdom.
	Rom 8:31-39                                                                                                        31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?  32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?                                                                                     33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.           34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.                          35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?                                                  36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.                                                                                                  37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.                                                                                                                                               38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,                                                             39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
	Now.  There are some tremendous benefits of belonging to church.  Of course the first one is just knowing that we are doing God’s will.  Some of the others are listed here along with some scriptures for reinforcement.
	1) We praise God there (Hebrews 13:15);
	2) We learn to love one another there (John 15:15-17);
	3) We learn from others using their gifts (1Cor. 12:7);
	4) We are encouraged by others giving testimonies (Eph. 4:7-16);
	5) We can use ourselves to God’s glory in church (Eph. 2:19-22);
	6) We experience joy in seeing others helped (Luke 15:7).
There are many other blessings God has in store for those who determine within themselves to follow His way.  And He has formed the church in Jesus as His “Way!”  	
	At the risk of being “fussed at” by some, this statement really needs to be made to clarify some cloudy teaching in today’s religious circles.  Evangelists are a gift of God.  They are a gift of God TO the church.  And one of the purposes of their ministry is to “pefect the saints.”
	Eph 4:11-12                                                                                                          11 And he (Jesus) gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;                                                                                     12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
So, the work of an evangelist is a gift of God TO the church.  And his ministry is to complete the church, not compete with the church!
	Think about that in relation to competing worship times.  Sunday is time for local church for all who can make it.  ‘Nuff said!
	Generalizing, we might say that God has spent a lot of time in His Word to convey the importance of the local church and the importance of Christians being active in it.  Again, I point out how conservative God is with words.  And, when He speaks as much on this subject, we should pay attention.
	Go to church.  No; one doesn’t HAVE to be in church to be saved.  But if one is indwelt by the Holy Spirit of Christ, then he will WANT to be where Christ would be --in the church!
	It is true, as I have heard it said, God gave an instance of a “deathbed” confession.  At the cross, Jesus promised one of the thieves that he would be with Jesus in glory.  But, keep in mind, there is NO OTHER instance of this nature in the Bible!  God works with each of us according to our needs.  On HE knows them.
	Yes.  Go to church.  Your regularity will become known.  God can exert a great influence through you upon your family, neighbors, friends, and work-mates.  Your perseverance or endurance will be noted by them.  One day, someone may ask you WHY you go to church so often.  GREAT!  Be ready to TELL them, and praise God for the opportunity!
	In Matthew 25, Jesus teaches a parable about a master and three servants.  Each was given some money and told to “occupy,” or barter, exchange or trade until the master returned.  One went and HID his talent (money) in the ground.   Here’s what Jesus said about that.
Matt 25:27                                                                                                                     Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.
	Jesus was saying, “At least let INTEREST accrue on your talent!”  If a person is attending church, at least the Lord is receiving INTEREST!  Because other people are “seeing” the witness of attendance.  And that is a form of worship -- giving a testimony or witness to loving and adoring God.  While church attendance for this purpose ONLY is inadvisable, it is at least a place to BEGIN growing!
	Now.  We gather to praise God and honor Him.  In other words, we gather to WORSHIP.  And the inner spirit inside of us is refreshed as we attend and worship publicly.  Just as it is when we worship privately.  When this happens, we are stronger mentally, emotionally, physically and spiritually.  Since we enjoy living better when we are stronger, then we should worship God OFTEN.
	God refreshes us by assuring us of forgiveness and JOY comes into our hearts.
	Neh 8:10                                                                                                              Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.
	Prov 17:22                                                                                                             A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.
	God instituted the public worship day so we could gather together, encourage each other and gain support from one another.  He instituted this day for us to come and attentively listen to His Word, be assured of mercy and grace, and find JOY!
	God never meant for us to be a servant to the Sabbath or to become one who “worships” the Sabbath.  God did not institute religion for us to become slaves to rituals and rules of observance.
	Mark 2:27                                  	                                                                            And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:	
	The Lord’s Day is a day to draw AWAY from the world and WORSHIP God!  We serve the Lord by being regular, dependable, and active in public worship and church work.  As we do this, God performs the miracle of healing us from the INSIDE OUT!
	So, you see, worshipping and adoring God is really beneficial to us.   Praising and honoring God takes us away from the cares and pressures of the world.  Worship puts God in the center of our lives and allow Him to direct our thoughts, words, and activities with love and kindness.
	God doesn’t want to “own” us for our worship to be a demand.  God wants us to surrender ourselves in worship willfully so He can give us the real miracle of peace.
	As you continue to grow in faith, remember that habits are hard to break.  So, make a “habit” of worshipping God privately and publicly.
	You will be filled with His JOY!
FELLOWSHIP
	Our relationships with people are given much attention in the Bible.  For instance, the word “brotherhood” is used to symbolize our relationship with other Christians.  In the following verse we are given four sets of relationships and some brief but very direct instructions concerning those relationships.
	“Honour all men.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honour the king.”	(1Peter 2:17)
	First, we are to honor “all” men.  People are made in the image of God and each person is worthy of respect.  Courtesy and diplomacy are required in ALL our dealings with people.  Regardless of who you might come in contact with, he/she is a potential child of God.
	Second, we are to “love the brotherhood.”  Other Christians are worthy of the utmost respect and honor.  Love is a word which has great meaning in the Bible;  particularly the word Peter uses here.  “Agapao” (Greek) is a special kind of love.  It is used to express God’s love for Jesus.  It is used to express Jesus’ love for His disciples.  So we are to love Christians as Jesus did!
	John 13:34-35                                                                                                      34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.                                                                                       35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
	Third, we are to “fear” God.  Of course these are not placed in order of priority.  Bit if one LOVES God, he will love the brotherhood.
	1 John 4:20-21                                                                                                     20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?                21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
	Now “fear” means to have holy reverence for God.  Hold onto the idea that God is Holy and Perfect.  He has the love which gave us life.  His love demanded that he Himself sacrifice for His children.  He also holds the power to judge us worthy of eternal life or eternal death!  He is worthy of AWESOME reverence:  That’s the “fear” of God we should have.
	Fourth, we are to honor the “king.”  Whoever is in charge of society where we live is to be honored and respected because he/she has power of physical life and death.  He/she has this power because God has given it; not because he/she has earned it or is worthy of it.  This is “ordained” or purposed by God.
	Rom 13:1                                                                                                                Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.
	These four directives Peter gives do not supply us with a complete list of our relationships by any means.  But you can see that they are important.  And, many other scriptures deal with specific relationships.  For instance,  Ephesians 5:22 through Ephesians 6:9 deals with husbands and wives.  Young people relating to older people is discussed in 1Timothy 5:1-2.  And, James 2:1-4 deals with partiality or “prejudice” in relationships.
	Now “fellowship” means a relationship which is meaningful, enjoyable, and lasting.  Obviously then, we have “relations” with many people; but we have “fellowship” with only a few.  Fellowship is an area where most people grow naturally.  But sometimes a person will have difficulty cultivating those meaningful, enjoyable and lasting relationships with others.
	Once I received some wonderful insight on this subject from an elderly man who was a member of our church.  We had two small children at that time, and getting to and from church regularly was somewhat difficult.  It was especially difficult for us, since one of our children was very allergenic and was ill most of the time.  Anyway, we hurried to church and then hurried home almost every Sunday.  This man noticed our rushing.  One day, he caught me off to the side and said, “Son, you’re missing one of the best parts of church - the fellowship.”
	He was right:  although it was difficult, we began to spend more time talking to people before and after church.  Soon, we had developed some very wonderful and loving friends!  These friends loved God and us.  And, they gave life more meaning to us.  It was through these friends that we learned of some doctors and an allergy clinic which later was a great help to us.  God not only blessed us with friendship, but with useful information that He wanted to use in healing for us.
	Any Christian who goes to church regularly and makes fellowship a part of his life is going to experience difficulties in personal relationships.  The result, sadly is that a person sometimes will “fall out” with another, and one will cease to attend.  And, sometimes, the difference of opinion will cause difficulties in the lives of many other people.  But this should NOT be the case!  Remember, as Christians, our third priority in life is to establish and maintain working relationships with a local church.  So, we should be willing to sacrifice in order to maintain a good working relationship with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  After all, we are all sinners.  And sometimes our wrongs hurt others.  In that case, we certainly want them to forgive us and to continue with us.  So we must do the same!
	Our Lord Jesus said to love each other as HE loved us.  He was willing to forgive, love and minister to each disciple even when they were bickering and arguing about who would be the most influential in the kingdom.  So, when you read the following, remember these are HIS directions concerning our “fellowship” with other children of God.
	1 Cor 6:1-8                                                                                                             1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?                                                                                                             2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?                                                   3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?                                                                                                                                     4 If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church.                                                                                           5 I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?                                                                6 But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers.                         7 Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?                                                                                                                           8 Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.
Matt 18:15-17                                                                                                                  15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.                         16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.                                                 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.
Col 3:12-13                                                                                                                         12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;                                              13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.
	As you study God’s Word you will gain a great knowledge concerning the relationships you have with others and your fellowship with the saints.  How you respond to these teachings should never depend upon your desire to please yourself or others.  It should depend upon your desire to please JESUS!
	Nothing can ever separate us from the love of Christ.  And, if we love HIM, we will always be a productive part of a local body of believers -- a church.  No matter what kind of differences we have with other people, we’ll maintain our church membership for HIM!
	If you will notice, people who spend a lot of time in church have a natural ability to get along with other people more than those who don’t attend church.  That’s because we learn by experiencing what God teaches us.  And what God teaches is profitable to us in the world also.  A good personality is certainly profitable, isn’t it?
In acts 2:42, we are told the church continued in the teaching of the apostles and also in the “fellowship.”  
	Acts 2:42	                                                                                                         And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
	In 2Corinthians 8:4, we find that this fellowship is actually a means of ministering to (serving) one another in love.
	2 Cor 8:4	                                                                                                         Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.
	When we determine within ourselves to develop and cultivate enjoyable, meaningful, and lasting relationships with other Christians, we gain a sort of self-discipline.  We learn to become servants; helping to make life more meaningful for others.  This is one way we actually “live-out” what Jesus said, “love one another…as I have loved you…” (John 13:34).
	At this point, it is meaningful for us to see what God says love IS and how it ACTS in us.
	1 John 4:7-11	                                                                                               7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 	                                                                                    8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.	                                                    9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.	                                          10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.	                                                                                  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.
	You see, God IS love.  And true love comes only from Him.  The real love spoken of in the Bible is something a person has because Jesus is living inside of him/her.  One cannot attain this kind of love and self-discipline by himself.  He can only receive it from God.  And, as we interact with one another in fellowship, the love of God flows through us.
	1 John 4:15-17                                                                                                        15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.	                                                                                                                        16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.                                                     17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.
	If you would like to get more Biblical “pictures” of love, read 1Corinthians 13.  Throughout your Christian life, you will be able to gain much strength by reading and rereading these passages of Scripture.
	Sometimes in sermons I use the following example:  Love is DISCIPLINE.
God is so self-disciplined that He could require a perfect sacrifice for sin, and then offer that sacrifice HIMSELF for our benefit!  And God could do that even while He was looking us “square in the heart” and seeing ALL our sins!
	Jesus cold look at the Roman soldier who nailed Him to the cross and say, “Father forgive them; for they know not what they do.”  (Luke 23:34)
	Surely we care enough for our Christian brother to look beyond his faults and truly let God’s love flow through us to him.  All it takes is to realize that kind of love is a disciplined attitude.  It is something we WILL to be done.  There is nothing in this world stronger than the human will coupled with God’s love.  So, if we decide to love each other, we will; and nothing can stop us.
	Are you prepared to accept people as they are, and love them regardless of their shortcomings?
	Permit me to give you one other reason for fellowship with Christian friends.  It reduces the time we might spend in wrong places.  We can deal with anyone in short-term relationships.  This is especially so when we want to share Jesus with someone.  But we should not develop “fellowship” with people who aren’t Christians.  Please keep in mind when you read the following verses, that fellowship is meaningful, enjoyable and longlasting.
	Eph 5:11                                                                                                                   And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
	1 Cor 6:14-18                                                                                                        14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.	15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.	       16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.                                                                                                      17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.                                                         18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.
	Remember, there is a terrific difference between short-termed contact, or relationships with people and being “unequally yoked,” or having “fellowship” with them.
	As we grow in faith toward God, we grow in fellowship with Christian friends.  And as we determine to grow in fellowship, God will encourage our faith.
	Phil 1:9-11                                                                                                              9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in  knowledge and in all judgment;                                                                                                                    10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;                                                                                                 11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.
	
WITNESSING (PROPHECY)
	Prophecy is quite simply speaking what God has spoken.  It is “resounding” God’s Word.  His Word my be encouragement, prediction, reasoning, pleading, accusation or condemnation.  But proclaiming what He says is being a witness.
	All of your life as a Christian is a reflecting witness of Jesus Christ!
You exert influence upon other people just by living.  So, any Christian is a witness.  His witness may be a good influence or a bad influence; but, he is certainly telling a story!  People who do not trust in Jesus and follow Him, ordinarily do not read the Bible.  But they sure “read” Christians!!
	A “witness” in the court is to present an account of what he has experienced.  Since Jesus Christ is “in” the Christian, then that Christian is experiencing some things in his life.  And Jesus aid we are to give an account of those things to others.
	Acts 1:7-8                                                                                                               7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.                                                                                      8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
	The first witness we give is that Jesus has saved us.  When He makes that known to us, and we receive the joy of it, then we make a statement of this important event that has happened in our lives.  We go to the church and we walk down the aisle at the invitation time, and tell the pastor, “Jesus is in my heart:  I believe and trust Him, and He has saved me; I would like to be baptized and become amember of this church.”
	That is such a simple witness, but it is one which moves many hearts to have faith in Christ.  And by that witness, other Christians are encouraged in their faith.
	The second witness we give is in our baptism.  It is a personal witness to people in the church, and perhaps other people who are there by invitation.  Preferrably, the one being baptized will invite people to be a part of the service and receive the witness.  
	Baptism is a symbolic statement.  It says (going down into the water), “I die to self for Jesus.”  It also says, “My life is buried IN Jesus and therefore God gives me His righteousness.”  And, finally, baptism says (by being raised up out of the water) “I’m being lifted by the Lord Jesus to live a new way of life - a life of obedience to Him and protection by Him.”
	Each time we are witnesses we are only “resounding” what God has said in His Holy Word.  And this carries over into the other many ways in which we can BE witnesses.  Following is just a small list of ways in which we are witnesses:
	Praying,
	Studying our Bible, 
	Continued and regular church attendance,
	Daily applying God’s principals in the living of our lives,
	Showing concern fro other’s feelings,
	Helping others who are needy,
	Visiting the sick or shut-ins,
	Visiting members who have been absent,
	Visiting new neighbors; welcoming & inviting them to church,
	Showing friendliness to visitors in church,
	Teaching a class ….
	These examples are not intended to include all of our witnessing opportunities, and they aren’t placed in any specific order.  Butthey are all ways by which we express to others something that is happening IN us.
	The reason Christians can so easily and willingly be witnesses is because of the personal “indwelling” of the Holy Spirit.  From him we receive power to proclaim the good news that Jesus is Lord and Savior; and, that He is willing to receive ANY who will come to Him.  The Holy Spirit helps us in praying, studying and interacting with others.
	John 14:26-27                                                                                                            26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.                                                                                                              27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
	When a Christian is being a witness of what Jesus has said in the Bible, it is because God’s power is working THROUGH him by God’s Holy Spirit.  This is expressed by Paul in his letter to the Corinthians.
	1 Cor 2:1-5                                                                                                                1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.                                                             2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.                                                                                                                           3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.                                               4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:                                                                        5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
Though a Christian may seem inadequate with words, if any person will HEAR the story of Jesus from a Christian, that person is hearing God speak of His saving grace!
	What Jesus has done for any Christian, He’ll do for ANYONE!!
	Rom 10:13                                                                                                               For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
This is the gospel, or “good news.”  Jesus has provided a way for ANY person to be reconciled with God.  And that WAY is by believing in Jesus.
	You hear lots of “news” on the radio, TV, newscasts, in the paper, and in magazines, etc.  Most of this is despairing and discouraging.  But the “good news” of Jesus is NOT!  
	Permit me to make one very personal statement.  It is my firm conviction that this “good news” should be heralded by Christians so much that it would be published MORE than all other news!!
	Most news stories are just that - stories.  They are told in sensationalism to feed our minds with an appetite for gossip.  All this is done to SELL.  So the TV newscast, or the radio news, or the nespaper, or the magazine is interested in making a PROFIT.  And, they try to make things sensational or dynamic in order to sell.
	Now, don’t misunderstand me.  We do need news so that we can plan and orgnize ways to help less fortunate people and try to alleviate certain conditions in society.  But we do NOT need sensationalism, unfounded rumors, and malicious gossip!  In fact, God warns AGAINST that!
	Lev 19:16                                                                                                                  Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD.
	1 Tim 5:13                                                                                                               And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.
	Furthermore, God tells us how to keep the “unwanted” garbage of sensationalism from getting into our minds and poisoning them.
	Prov 2:10-15                                                                                                           10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;   11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:                                 12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things;                                                                                                                               13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;                          14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked;                            15 Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths:
	If we use our time wisely, and learn God’s Word, He will provide us with understanding and wisdom which become “filters” for the garbage of the world.  When we “feed” ourselves daily on the Word of God, discretion and discernment will become a normal part of our mind’s functioning every moment.
	If we concern ourselves with the activity of being witnesses of God’s love, mercy and grace through Jesus, then, we won’t have too much time for idle gossip or sensationalism.  When our day is filled with prayer, studying God’s Word, doing our jobs well and taking care of our families, we don’t have time to waste reading sensationalism and gossip rags.  So, when you read the paper or watch TV news, etc., be aware of your “filtering” process and USE it!
	Jesus spent between three and four years tgraining the disciples whom He personally chose to give WITNESSING testimony of what they knew of Him.  He sent them out on specific missionary trips.
	Luke 10:1                                                                                                                  After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.
	Luke 24:46-48                                                                                                             46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:                                                                                             47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.                                                                                      48 And ye are witnesses of these things.
	Mark 3:14                                                                                                                     And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,
 	John 20:21                                                                                                                   Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.
	Our Lord, Jesus, STILL teaches us to BE witnesses, and HOW to be witnesses.  Today, we learn by studying His Word.  Obviously, we won’t be as good as we COULD be, if we neglect studying!
	The prophecy or witness of Jesus is simple.  God has made it this way so that no man may have an excuse for not having believed it.  Remember, it is simply RESTATING what God has said.  Perhaps we could state the prophecy of the gospel this way:
	1) God created man for fellowship with Him;
	2) Man sinned and broke the fellowship;
	3) God chose to redeem those who would listen and trust Him;
	4) Jesus came to offer the only acceptable sacrifice for our sins --That sacrifice is a demonstration of God’s willingness to bear our sins and put them away;
	5) Jesus came once, for all men to have the opportunity for salvation,		
	But He is coming again for judgment and condemnation of those who refuse Him.
Of course there are so many other things to say about the Lord Jesus.  John said that if everything was written about just what He did in His physical life, that all the books in all the world would not contain them.  Yes, there is much more to say.  But all can be said in those general areas stated above.  And YOU can say it!
	As human children, we grow in vocabulary by learning a new word, then practicing the use of that word.  As we learn more about God in our prayer, study, worship and fellowship, our witnessing and prophecy will grow -- if we PRACTICE it!
	The most effective witness you have in any day of your life is what Jesus has personally done for you.  You PERSONAL TESTIMONY.  That is what you have EXPERIENCE and KNOW.  Be experiencing growth in Jesus in your life each day.  And share that in your conversation with others.
	The is the PROPHECY or WITNESS that is the POWER of the gospel in YOU!  And, that witness will help people get saved!
	“If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;”  	(Col 1:23)
	“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”  (Rom 1:16)
What better way to herald this “good news” MORE than all other news?
God has provided the BEST way:  through people -- from mouth to ear!
	Any businessman will tell you that the BEST advertisement he can get is that which he cannot buy!  Because the BEST advertisement is his customers “word of mouth!”
	God has planned the perfect way:  That EVERY Christian should tell the story of Jesus.  Every Christian should be a daily “newscaster!” 
	Only THIS way will the news be published in “all the world,” before the Lord comes!



SECTION III SUMMARY
	God has provided us with a diet plan for good growth.  To grow properly in strength of faith, we must watch our spiritual diet closely.
	Remember these five areas of spiritual growth and plan a “balanced” meal regularly:
	1. PRAYER
	2. STUDY
	3. WORSHIP
	4. FELLOWSHIP
	5. WITNESSING (PROPHECY).
	A physical body will be weakened without a substantial amount of fiber or meat in the diet.  This is spiritually true with this diet.  Our lives will be weak without a substantial amount of EACH of the above items.  And if we are weak in ONE area, it is natural that we will be somewhat weak in ANOTHER area.
	However, if we pay attention continually to each of these areas we will produce a healthy, normal, growing, Christian life.
	Unlike high school or college, we never “graduate” from the Lord’s school.
As much as possible, we should be experiencing growth in each of these areas continually.












SECTION IV
PERSONAL RELATIVITY

Oh how He cares
His love undaunted;
Oh how He waits
Just to be wanted!

INTRODUCTION
	We have lost so much in this age of instant gratification and nonchalant discourtesy.  How many times have you heard the old expression that “chivalry is dead?”  Chivalry is a group of good traits like common courtesy, generosity, honor, respect, integrity, and courage.  A person gains these traits by diligent teaching and instruction.  But who has time for that today?  There are so many families where both parents work, and hardly any time is available to teach the “little things” of gracefulness to the children.
	This is really a “hurry up” world isn’t it?  And sometimes folk get so caught up in hurrying from one thing to the next, they pass right by the neighbors and never even say “Hi!”  Common courtesy, recognition and acknowledging of people is something we should value and practice.  But, too often, people just get busy with too many activities and then don’t take time for graceful behavior.
	As a result, adults no longer receive the general respect children once had for them just because they are “adults.”  This loss of respectfulness shows up in virtually every area of society.  Law and authority have lost the general “fear,” or reverence, people used to feel toward them.  Supervisors have lost the respect of workers, teachers have lost the respect of students, etc.
	Stop and think about these two statistics for a moment:
	Over 45,000 police officers will be injured or killed while performing their duty 	next year!
	Over 10,000 teachers will be assaulted, raped or murdered in their classrooms 	next year!
	WHY?  WHY? WHY?						
	Of course there are many reasons.  Many factors have contributed to this general lack of graceful amenities and the lack of genuine respect from one individual to another.  No on is going to be able to trace this back to one single reason.  However, if one single thing has contributed more than anything else, perhaps it is the lack of teaching in the home.
((Once, a Christian man invited his boss for supper.  The boss came in talking loudly, with few manners, and seeking to be the center of attention.  He paid no attention to the housewife or children, and eagerly positioned himself at the head of the table.          After they had been eating for awhile, one of the children asked, “Sir, what college did you attend?”  The man quickly answered, “I didn’t go to college, I’m a ‘self-made man!’”  The child, just as quickly, answered, “Why did you make yourself that way?”))
	That old excuse “there just isn’t time” will not hold water.  There IS time!
	It is the proper USE of time that is lacking in most homes today.  No one can say that he is not the manager of his time!  
	The simple truth is:  people do what they WANT to do with the time they have.  And, people have a habit of putting OTHER things before what GOD wants!
	God teaches us that we should not only DEVELOP traits and attributes like our Lord, Jesus, but that we also should TEACH them in our homes to the children.  Those statistics stated about the policemen and teachers are not just the result of over-population.  They are a result of failure to teach in the home.  And, especially, failure to teach Jesus in the home.
	Many homes DO need both parents working.  However, time is always available to watch TV, go to the lake, etc.  Yes, time IS available to do the things we WANT to do.  And to repeat:  it is the proper USE of time which is lacking in most homes today.
	Of course, at this point, we must realize that MOST homes are not Christian homes.  That is a sad statistic, but it is nevertheless true.  As a result, perhaps the parents were not taught that teaching children correctly according to the Word of God is a major responsibility.  (Remember our discussion of Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  See page 72.)  And, of course, this means that at least some people believe there are OTHER things more important than doing what God says.						
	So, if there is a standard to produced to the world of moral integrity, and of gracefulness, it MUST come from Christian people and Christian homes!
	The place to learn these best is at the feet of loving parents who not only teach from God’s Word, but actually LIVE it in their lives.  The best time to teach these things is when children are from zero to four years.  Then the principles of faith they learn will give the children a more sound basis from which to form opinions when they are older.  Although children of that age may not learn theological reasoning, they will assimilate the precepts or principles of faith.  That is because children “gather” from parents whom they love an believe.  
(((A young Christian boy was in 9th grade science class.  Somehow, the teacher got on the subject of the Red Sea, and how shallow the water was where Moses led Israel across.  She said, “That water is only about 3 feet deep.  So, it would not have required a miracle for the people to cross there.”  The young man said, “Well, that really DID require a great miracle, if the water was only 3 feet deep.”  The teacher asked, “Why would you say that?”  The boy said, “Well, all the Egyptian army were DROWNED there!  That HAD to be a miracle!”)))
“In the long run, active parental teaching makes a huge difference. But effective parents balance the teaching of life skills and school skills. Good parent-teachers recognize the many ways that children learn from experience, observations and reflection.”  ((From:  HOW CHILDREN LEARN AND HOW PARENTS CAN HELP, by Craig T. Ramey, Ph.D. and Sharon L. Ramey, Ph.D. for the CDL (Center for Development and Learning), July 2004, Vol. 9, No. 2))
If children learn the basis for forming opinions BEFORE school years, then their decisions IN school will be more practical.  And, they will be more able to learn quickly.  Public education is important.  Spiritual education BEFORE public education is IMPERATIVE if we, as Christians, are to produce an image of moral character to the world.
	If we are to DEVELOP traits like Christ, and to TEACH them also, HOW do we do it?  First, we must realize there are forces against us, and be WILLING to fight against those forces.  Second, Christian parents who have just begun their lives with the Lord, must be willing to learn AND teach at the same time.  Third, we must be willing to sacrifice some other areas of our lives (time) to be sure that the children of the next generation have a “model” set for them.  Fourth, we must be willing to do these things REGARDLESS of what other people say - simply because GOD says to do them!
((A man, who obviously had plenty of money, had two boys.  They were allowed to play football for the school in the winter, provided their grades were adequate.  But they weren’t allowed to play baseball in the Spring and Summer, because they were kept busy working in the corn fields.  The baseball coach went to visit with the man.  He asked, “Sir, why do you have your boys in the corn field, when they could be playing baseball.  You are obviously rich enough that you don’t need the corn.”                             The man replied, “You are right, coach.  I’m not raising corn, I’m raising BOYS!”))
The FIRST step, after realizing we need to teach our children, is to begin developing the traits of Christ into OUR lives.  That means we must take the time to read God’s Word and find out what HE says.  Any other way is only a form of “guess work.”

DEVELOPING PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES LIKE CHRIST
	The Scripture passage in Matthew 11:28-30 tells us that Jesus’ desire is for us to learn of Him and become more like Him.  Please read this Scripture very closely and let’s look at some of the words Jesus used.
Matt 11:28-30                                                                                                                           28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.         29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.                                                                                                 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
	A “burden” is something which not only weighs heavily upon the body, but upon the mind and emotions.  We easily become “heavy laden” with burdens.  To rid ourselves of them, Jesus says, “Come…learn of me!”
	“For” is a word which is sometimes used in place of “because.”  So, reading the Scripture again, we might see something like this:  “come to me all you who are loaded and laboring beneath cumbersome weights, because I will give you rest.”  Jesus promises RELIEF from these loads for those who will “come learn” of Him.
	The explanation of how to obtain the relief is in the learning of Jesus.  Jesus used the symbol of the “yoke.”  The yoke was a “collar,” or symbol of an obedient student enrolled in someone’s school.  The same idea is used today in the insignia of a university.  ((Somewhere, I have a college ring with an Indian on it from the University of Louisiana at Monroe.))  The idea behind the insignia is that the teacher is reflected through the student, and the student is supposed to “mirror” the teacher.
	Another time we might substitute the word “because” is right here:  “because I am meek and lowly at heart.”  The word “meek” does not mean weak!  Neither does it mean timid or shy.  Somehow this idea has been passed down through the years, but it is not true.  “Meek” means self-disciplined!  
	Once we had a discussion of this word “meek” in our Training Union class at church.  Studying through many passages of Scripture, we determined that “meek” is best described as “power under control!”						
So, “because” Jesus is perfectly disciplined and in control, He can teach us how to be like Him!
	“Lowly at heart” means to have self-esteem that does not put one’s self above another.  For instance we find these words in Philippians 2:3,
Phil 2:3                                                                                                                                  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.
	If we learn of Jesus we will learn not to think more highly of ourselves than we are.  And, we will learn to discipline ourselves and keep the power in control.  Philippians 2:4-8 is a summary of HOW Jesus acted in His physical life.

Phil 2:4-8                                                                                                                                4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.      5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:                                                     6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:                        7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:                                                                                                     8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
	Jesus accepted His responsibilities as a man and as our Christ.  He is God and has shown willingness to set aside glory to become our Savior.  To me, that is a real demonstration of self-discipline -- or, meekness!
	The METHOD Jesus used to hold His responsibility and yet not be crushed under the burden was simple.  He chose to follow God’s direction as it is given to us in His Holy Word!
	Every Christian is “indwelt” by, or in union with the Holy Spirit!
This is a gift from God upon our repentance and submission to Jesus as Lord of our lives.					
Acts 2:38                                                                                                                                 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
	The more we “yield” or become submissive to what Jesus says in the Word, the more we will be submissive to His Holy Spirit.  And the more we do that, the more we will become “like” Christ.	
	Remember the discussion of John 14:26-27 in the chapter on WITNESSING (Page 92)?  Jesus said that the “Comforter” will make us AWARE of Jesus’ teachings.  God’s Holy Ghost, Holy Spirit and Comforter are one and the same.  It is He who REVEALS to us as we week to lean by studying the Word.  The Holy Spirit also teaches us how to incorporate the attributes of Christ into our lives.
Gal 5:18-26                                                                                                                              18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.                                                        19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,                                                                                                 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,          21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.                                                                                                        22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,                                                                                                                                         23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.                                                 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.                           25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.                                                                    26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.
	If we cultivate the “fruit of the Spirit,” we will overcome the fruit of the FLESH!  Since we love Jesus, and we want to be trying to keep His Word, we will be trying to incorporate the traits that He shows us.  When a person does that, he will be “led” by the Holy Spirit to overcome the sinful desires by incorporating Christ-like traits in their place.						
	Let me stop once again and point out one thing.  This is NOT the way to obtain or attain heaven!!  Because heaven will only be given from God, and not “won” or earned by men’s works!   Therefore, one does not do these things because it is demanded of God, but one LOVES the Lord Who has saved him!!
	Now, the Holy Spirit teaches us traits like “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, faith, meekness, temperance;” as you just read.  The best way to learn what each one of these words means is to study many places in the Bible where that word is used.  Then, put together a general definition that is meaningful to you.
	Does that sound time-consuming?  Well, maybe it is.  But the reward is to know how Jesus is - and how He wants US to be.  And, after all, THAT is our real desire, isn’t it?
	These nine traits mentioned in Galatians 5:22-23 are only SOME of the characteristics of Jesus.  They are certainly not a total list.  So, there are MORE traits of Jesus we can learn from the Scripture and try to incorporate into our lives.
	However, we must realize that there are some things which work AGAINST us developing those traits.  Then, we must prepare ourselves to fight against those things.  That means we must be ready for WAR!

WHAT COMBATS OUR ABILITY TO INCORPORATE THESE TRAITS?
	In the Scripture Galatians 5:18-26, you read the “works of the flesh” in verses 19-21.  There are seventeen listed there.  These things are sinful human desires.  These spiritual forces are at was with one another in the Christian constantly.  Even the most devout examples of Christian men and women have these problems.
((Once, when I was teaching high school, I had to walk down to the school office during lunch time.  Just before arriving at the office, the kindergarten teacher was bringing her children out for recess.  One little redheaded boy caught my attention.  I told the teacher, who was a Christian, “That boy has the CUTEST smile!”  She said, “Yes.  And, it has saved his life several times this year!”))
Obviously, that teacher had a WAR going on inside herself!
Don’t we ALL?
Rom 7:14-25                                                                                                                           14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.                            15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.                                                                                                                                                16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.                            17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.                                             18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.                                             19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.                      20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.                                                                                                                                            21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.                                       22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:                                                              23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.                                            24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of thisdeath?                    25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.
	As you can see, God gives us two major points here.  First, the forces which are constantly against each other are a “law.”  Sort of like gravity.  It is always the same and proportional to weight.  (Remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 11:28, “…all ye that labor and are heavy laden..”)  The more a person leans toward one of these forces, the stronger that force will be in his life.  
	Second, Paul says our only recourse or solution is in Jesus Christ!  Therefore, if we lean toward HIM and toward learning of Him, the force of His spiritual teachings will outweigh the other forces.  
	Paul goes on in Romans to tell us that the law (commandment) is not a means of salvation.
Rom 8:1-4                                                                                                                                      1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.                                                                                      2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.                                                                                                                                3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:                                                                                                                                         4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
	Keeping the law will not get someone to heaven -- because a human being cannot live up to God’s law or standards.  It is the “spirit” of the law that leads us to Jesus Christ.  The law makes us realize our inability to save ourselves.  The law serves as a demonstration to our weakness and shows us that we cannot “measure up” to God’s standards.  But the law (gospel) tells us that Jesus died to SAVE us from that inability!
	We must then DEPEND upon him!  We must simply trust Him for 
our salvation.   When we commit to that, then we are “living after the Spirit!”  We then realize we are not perfect; but we ARE forgiven!  And, that is a RELIEF!  That sets us FREE!  Free to try; not because we HAVE to, but because we WANT to!
	Paul calls this attitude “walking by the Spirit.”  We live in such a way as to SHOW that Jesus is saving us by His gift of love at Calvary, and by His gift of the Holy Spirit Who indwells us.  And, God looks upon our genuine desire to TRY and labels that “enough!”  This is precisely what is meant in Genesis 15:6 about Abraham, “And he BELIEVED in the Lord; and HE counted it to him for righteousness!”			
	We should remember that God has told us through Paul that these forces are CONSTANTLY at war with one another in our lives.  That means that on this side of 
death, we will NEVER know a time when sin is not a part of us.  And THAT is what COMBATS our ability to be LIKE Christ!
	Peter warns us and says, “be sober” or awake to this idea (1Peter 5:8).  He also says to be “vigilant” - watching, on guard always.  There are many traps that old Satan sets for us.  Idolatry is an easy trap.  For instance, many people have a greater love for their jobs than they do for God.  I was once a victim of this trap.
	Witchcraft or sorcery (or what we commonly call “luck”) is another trap.  Attributing success or failure to luck is simply Satan’s way of deceiving a person.  God is ultimately the Provider of all things.  Therefore, there is no such thing as luck!  Failure to recognize God as PROVIDER is simply idolatry!
	Envy is another trap, and one that is very easy to fall into.  So is “variance,” or being “at odds” with our neighbor.
	There are very many more traps:  greed, jealousy, anger, etc.
Again, like gravity, the more time or “mass” or space that is given to the sinful forces, the stronger they will be.  Remember the formula for gravity?
Energy equals Mass multiplied by the Circumference squared (E=MC2).  The more weight (M) I given the more energy (E) results!
	The reason for such a lengthy discussion of these particular sins is because of their hidden nature.  The sins of adultery, drunkenness, uncleanness, and strife, etc. are OBVIOUS sins.  They can readily be SEEN.  But the ones mentioned above or not so easily seen.  However, they are just as much SIN!  They are AGAINST God’s nature, and therefore opposite of how He acts.
	Yes, we have a sin nature, and the desire for ungodly things and activities WARS against our ability to be “like Christ.”  PLUS, Satan USES our sin nature and lays traps for us so he can accuse us before God.					
Rev 12:9-10                                                                                                                                 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.                                                                                                                   10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.
That’s what Satan DOES.  
He deceives, then accuses Christians before God.  
	There is then, only ONE thing for the Christian to do:  FIGHT!  But, let us remember this is a totally different kind of war than we have ever known.  It is a SPIRITUAL battle, and takes place in the spirit.
Let us then be ready for SPIRITUAL WARFARE!



SPIRITUAL WARFARE
	War is when two forces meeting on the field of battle are trying to determine victory for one of those forces.  War itself is LONG.  Usually there are many “battles.”  And, the battles are relatively SHORT.
	The outcome of the war is determined by how many battles are won.  This does NOT mean that our salvation depends upon hw many battles we win against sin!!  Salvation has already been WON by our Lord, Jesus!
1 Cor 15:57                                                                                                                            But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.	
	Being victorious in each battle, though, does determine how much of Christ is assimilated in us.  Thus, it determines our GROWTH in Him.
	BECAUSE we are saved, and He lives IN us, we WILL WIN more battles than we lose - IF - we are “meek” -- self-disciplined.
	The war, for the Christian, is for the entire term of his physical life.
The battles are daily - maybe even hourly.  Our job is to fight with what God gives us, and to fight every day - all day.   Soon, the war will be OVER: because physical life is not really very long.
	No general would ever send ill-equipped soldiers into a war if he expects them to win.  And God certainly expects His children to win the war over sinful desires and temptations.  So, He gives us a very good suit of armor to protect us.
Eph 6:13-18                                                                                                                              13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.                                                                           14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;                                                                                                                           15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;                                       16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.                                                                                                                       17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:                                                                                                                                          18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
	Describing these, we could say that God supplies each warrior with the knowledge of His ability to beat the enemy.  He provides us with the honest “truth” of His promises.  He gives us the “breastplate,” or covering of His own righteousness, because Christ has identified with us.
	God gives us preparedness in the study of His Word.  Faith (clinging to God) is a “shield” that protects us from the enemy’s arrows (or ideas).  Knowing that we are saved by grace keeps our minds steady.  God gives us a “sword” - His Word.  The sword BELONGS to His Holy Spirit.  We only CARRY it for Him.  He is the One Who uses it.  When we seek to use the sword to accomplish our own desires, instead of God’s, then the sword will not only hurt someone else - but us also!
	God give us “prayer.”  No soldier can fight without good communication with His Superior!  Finally, God gives us alertness, or “watching.”  Always, we must be aware that attack is going to be against us.
	Now, all this seems to be enough to make a person paranoid.  But, that’s not the intention.  God just wants us to know that He HAS provided our defense.  We can TRUST Him, just be alert and be ready to LEAN toward God and the defenses He has prepared.  He will ALWAYS be there!
Josh 1:5                                                                                                                                         There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
Ps 37:25                                                                                                                                               I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.
Matt 28:20                                                                                                                                     …and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
	Of course, these aren’t ALL the supplies that our Lord gives His soldiers.  There are many more!  Let’s look at a section of Scripture which deals with another “how to” in spiritual warfare.
Rev 12:1-11                                                                                                                                           1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:                                2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.                  3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.                               4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.                                                                                                  5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.                                                               6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.                                                                                                                                         7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,                                                                                                 8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.                                            9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.                                                                                                                         10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.                                                                                                                                      11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
	This scene (or group of scenes) includes a panorama of history.  It includes the present, and some of the future.  We must realize that God stands APART from and is UNLIMITED by time or space.  Therefore, God’s revelation to us may include any part of time.
	We want to get to the point of full and total submission to God.  So, in order to get where we are going, we must look just a moment at the whole passage of Scripture.  So, read along with me.
	First, the woman represents the nation of Israel who was to bear the Christ, Messiah (Savior).  The dragon is symbolic of Satan who has always wanted to destroy Christ, or the witness of Him.  But God did provide the Christ-child (Jesus) and salvation is given freely to any person through Jesus.  Jesus was crucified, but was resurrected and ascended (“caught up to God”).  This is a scene of the PAST.
	Secondly, the “woman” was chased into the wilderness (or ran) and was protected by God.  There is a time coming when the nation of Israel will be so persecuted they will have to flee.  That has already happened once in 70ad.  But, it will happen again in a greater state.  However, during this time, she is protected by God and given food.
	Also, one could say that this “woman” refers to the church (or all Christians) today.  Presently the church is persecuted because it is standing for righteousness.  If not protected by the Divine hand of God, some people would extinguish the church!  So this could be a scene of “now,” or the present.
	During this time, the angels of God are fighting against Satan and his angels.  There is a terrific spiritual war going on all around us concerning the outcome of God’s saints.  But the “power of His Christ” is overcoming for the saints!
	Thirdly, there is a scene of the future here.  The saints DO overcome by the “power of His Christ.”  And they way, or manner, by which we overcome is BELIEVING in Jesus’ blood to cleanse us from ALL sin (“by the blood of the Lam”).  The second thing that the saints to is to “testify” of how Christ is saving them each day.  And, they do not love living more than they love believing and testifying to God’s salvation through Jesus Christ!  THERE’S a statement to meditate on!
	These saints were given “the blood of the Lamb.”  In other words, 
God DETERMINED they would win because they are SAVED by Him!
He washed them in the blood of Jesus and CLEANSED them!  Then, He called them sons and constantly applied that blood to save them each time they met with the enemy!
1 John 1:9                                                                                                                                   If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
	Next, God instructed these saints to constantly apply their “testimony.”  They were always giving a witness to the fact that God has saved and is saving them.  They believed in the application of Jesus’ blood for the forgiveness of sin, and were willing to testify to that at all times -- even if it meant DEATH!!
	Hold on!  We’ve almost gotten where we were going.  So, picture this:  THOSE SAINTS ARE YOU AND ME!!  This scene, which John is telling us about, is actually GOING to take place.  And, SOME of it is taking place right now!  It is a scene concerning today - OVERCOMING!
That’s really an easy war isn’t it?
	You see, way back in the first book of the Bible, God told Cain what to do about these evil or sinful desires so he could OVERCOME!
	“If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?  And if thou doest Not well, sin lieth at the door.  And unto thee shall be his desire, And thou shalt RULE OVER him!”  (Gen. 4:7)
God was saying that if we’re TRYING, we will be accepted in His sight!
(Provided, of course, we believe in and trust Jesus for our salvation.  For, we cannot even TRY without Him!)  But, if we aren’t trying, then sin is about to (or perhaps has) overcome US!  Remember, Cain leaned toward the weight of jealousy, and gravity did the rest.  Next came anger, and finally, he murdered his brother Able!
	So, what we must do is lean toward developing Christ-like traits and attributes in us.  Hold up the shield of faith when Satan sends sinful attitudes at you like arrows.  And, substitute other attitudes to war against them.  For instance, substitute meekness (or self-discipline) for anger; instead of rebuking, substitute gentleness; instead of revelling (overdoing), substitute temperance (moderation), etc.
	Sin is an attitude. Overcoming is an attitude also.  But overcoming is an attitude given only to God’s children in trust of the Lord Jesus as eternal Savior.
	Learning to substitute different attitudes is called allowing God to change our minds.  Paul says it this way:
	“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”  (Rom. 12:2)						
We are “transformed” when we study the Word of God and apply it to our lives.
	There is one more point which I’d like to make in this area.  You’ve probably heard this MIS-quoted.  “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  But, the FULL verse is:
	“SUBMIT yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”  (James 4:7)
First, we must “submit” ourselves to Jesus.  Only then do we receive the power to resist.  For no man can defeat Satan’s trickery and deceit without JESUS CHRIST!
	Therefore, submit to Jesus as Lord of your life FIRST.  Come to Him daily, and let Him teach you wisdom with His Word.  And allow Him to transform your mind to the things He teaches.  He will direct you in the spiritual war.  One of the blessings of daily study is the leadership that God’s Spirit gives us when we are going about our daily activities.
	If we are studying daily and paying attention to God’s direction and purpose for our lives, then we will realize what Isaiah says is true.
	Isa 30:18-21                                                                                                                    18 And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.                                                                        19 For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee.                                                                                                                                            20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:                                                                                                                                   21 And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.
	YEP!  You can always depend on Jesus to BE there and to lead you!  And though you’ll fight many battles, He’s already won the victory and the war!  He’s just waiting for you to WANT Him to be strong in you!  And, if you’ll allow Him, He’ll work a miracle in you like you can’t believe!
	“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.”  (2 Chron 16:9)



SECTION IV SUMMARY
	To grow in faith of Jesus our Lord, we try to develop traits or attributes like Him into our personality and life-style.  There are two things we can be sure of happening when we TRY.
	1) Satan opposes and uses circumstances against us.
	2) Our own sinful desires will be our major enemy sometimes.
So we should be spiritually prepared for combat each day with prayer and Bible study.  And, we should be vigilant in our fight.
	Now the real daily battle is to CONTINUE in trying to develop more attributes like Christ.  We GROW by becoming more “like” Christ.  It may “go against the grain,” so to speak; and it certainly is against the way of the majority of the world.  But, that’s why we should be prepared to fight for it.
	Remember, it is a spiritual warfare - not a physical or verbal one.
Our defenses are given by the Lord, and our singular weapon is to continue praising Jesus as Lord.
	When Christians grow like this, they begin to receive a joy that is greater than all the pleasures and treasures of the world.













SECTION V
CONCENTRATING ON THE JOYS OF GROWTH

His plot, His plan, His ploy,
Is to plant in me His JOY!



INRODUCTION
	Joy is an attitude.  It can be enhanced or deterred.  And joy is something received by experience.  For instance, when a person first determines in himself to give his life over to Jesus.  The person experiences a joy just knowing that Jesus has forgiven him, and saved him and will always be with him.
	Although joy is an attitude, it is something which can be expressed.
Sometimes we express joy in giddiness (of course, that’s only for teens).
Sometimes we express joy in hearty laughter.  Sometimes we express joy in tears.  Sometimes joy is expressed in words or actions.
	If you’ve ever spent a long time away from your home, you know what it is like to get started “back home.”  Once, I spent nineteen and one-half months overseas - away from my wife and home.  When the word came that I could get started home, I could hardly keep from jumping and shouting!  And at that time, I still had a partially collapsed lung.  On the three-day trip home, the excitement kept me wide-awake!  All the time my palms were sweating like August in Louisiana.  (Of course it WAS July in Louisiana!)
	Realizing that we’re going “home” to be with Jesus is really the same kind of feeling!  It keeps us excited and just won’t let go!  No matter what obstacles are in our way, or what troubles and problems come up, the excitement stays with us.	
	If you turn back to the first chapter (page 9), you’ll see the picture that’s labeled “Eternal Life Begins Here” - at the cross - in submission to Jesus.
	Once having begun eternal life through submission to Christ, it NEVER ENDS!  The physical portion of life on earth will cease to exist.  But life with Jesus never stops - it just gets better everyday!  
	Can you imagine, then, what it’s going to be like to finally GET HOME?  To really SEE Jesus?
	What a wonderful day that’s going to be!  And between here and there we are filled with the excitement of getting there.  Actually that is our “joy” as Christians today.  Like our Lord, we have this “joy” of eternal heaven in FRONT of us!  It helps us keep going with present joy!
	“Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  (Heb. 12:2)
	There are many individual times of joy in our lives as we continue toward Jesus and heaven our home.  The next five sections deal with SOME of them.  They are by no means ALL of them.

JOY OF CONQUERING OLD HABITS
	Habits can be hard to break, or easy to break.  It all depends upon our ATTITUDE.  To break a habit, one must insist to resist and persist.
For one to do this, he must first believe he’s “got what it takes” on the inside:  the “guts,” the “drive,” the strength.  Once the person believes he can the rest is easy.
	Now, don’t get me wrong.  No one can clean up his own life by himself.  And we don’t have to become overwrought or overanxious about cleaning up our dirty old lives.  Because, once we let Jesus inside, He will lead us to do the trying!
	Luke 10:1-16                                                                                                            1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.                           2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.                                                                                                                                       3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.                                              4 Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the way.                                5 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house.                                6 And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again.                                                                                                                                      7 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house.                                                           8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you:                                                                                                                                   9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.                                                                                                                                10 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, and say,                                                                                                             11 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.                                                                                                                                   12 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city.                                                                                                                                             13 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.                                                                                          14 But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than for you.                 15 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell.                                                                                                                                               16 He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.						
Consider this a paragraph break.  It’s a thought break.  
They were told to GO.  They were given explicit instructions.  This message of “go” should be evident to ALL Christians.  The instructions are not the subject of this lesson.  It’s the next section of Scripture that we want to deal with now.
	Luke 10:17-24                                                                                                                  17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.                                                                                                     18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.                            19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.                                            20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.                                                                 21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.                                                                                                                                            22 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.                                                                                                                                23 And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see:                                                                                                           24 For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.
	Read that over again if you have time.  In fact, you might read it three or four times.  This is perhaps one of the most inspiring passages of Scripture because it shows God’s willingness to work in and through willing people!
	First, Jesus said, “Go out.”  The purpose of their going, of course, was to “do good” -- tell the “good news.”  And while they were going they would see miracles done.  God would perform the miracles when it would glorify Him and advance the kingdom.  They were just to preach the good news!
	Second, Jesus said to go as “lambs among wolves.”  Now, wolves snarl, growl, bark and even BITE!  How does a lamb “go” among wolves?!
	CAUTIOUSLY, WISELY - but, NOT fearfully!  Jesus is the Shepherd, and He is WITH the lambs.  A shepherd will call the lambs around him when he sees wolves.  As the lambs gather close around him, the shepherd can reach over them with his staff and beat off the wolves. (That should tell us something about maintaining a CLOSE relationship with Jesus!)
	Notice, the lambs don’t have to fear or fight!  They just keep trusting and following the shepherd - getting closer and closer to Him for protection!
	Thirdly, Jesus said He gave them “power” to step on the spirits of evil.  CAUTION here now.  Remember that HE gives the power, and we are only vessels which carry the cargo.  Also, remember that the power is given WHILE WE ARE GOING!
	Luke 10:20                                                                                                         Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.
	The fact remains:  Go - go without fear, and without striving.  And, there is power WITH you….God’s power!
	Fourth, they obeyed Jesus’ commandment.  They went.  They believed His promise and they went forward on it.  This is our position as Christians today.  Go forward for Jesus, telling the “good news” that He is LORD and is our Savior.
	Fifth, they returned.  And, they returned rejoicing because it was just like Jesus had said.  They saw God working miracles.  We’re going to “return” to the church today, praising God for His miracles, if we’ll go believing and telling.  One of these days, we will return to our “home” in heaven too!  There, we will give praise and honor to our Lord, Who has worked many miracles in our lives.
	Sixth, Jesus said He saw Satan fall.  Remember our discussion of Revelation 12:1-ll?  (You might want to review.  See pages 116-118)
	THAT’S what Jesus saw!  Even today, Satan is being defeated by the power of Jesus going through His disciples as they tell about Him.  	
	Do you also remember our discussion of the “armor” and the “battle” in Ephesians 6?  (To review, see page 114)  The “soldier” goes to battle with the “sword” which is the WORD of God.  And the WHOLE word of God is the testimony of Jesus Christ.  So, the power to defeat the devil is simply the testimony of Jesus Christ!  (Remember, we don’t wield the “sword.”  We just use the Word, and God the Holy Spirit will do the wielding!)
	Seventh, Jesus said, “rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”  What Jesus is saying there is we are not to rejoice in the USE of this power, but we rejoice that He counted us worthy to carry it!  
	That’s the reason for Jesus’ caution, “…rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you…”  They are NOT subject to us!  They are subject only to HIM!  But, “Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world!” (1John 4:4)
	As Christians, we just need to tell “His Story,” knowledgeable that He is WITH us, and remember to be humble as He was!
	Now.  Let’s see how this applies to beating old habits.  If your name is written in heaven, you HAVE what it takes to beat ANY old habit!  Because you have IN you the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ and His written Word.  And that word created the universe!  Being breathed out of God, the Word has power to create or destroy.  Being breathed through His children, the Word has power to uplift saints and defeat enemies.
	You can use the Word of God to defeat the enemies of bad habits!
	Perhaps this sounds a little too heavenly to be any earthly good.  Let’s try putting it into perspective with an example.  
	Suppose you have a little trouble at times believing that you are “more” than a conqueror in Jesus.  That’s doubt.   Falling easily into doubt is a bad habit!
	In order to defeat a habit, we first need to define it.  The reason is to put it into terms for which opposite terms can be found.  For instance, doubt is defined as “to have question or to be uncertain, or perhaps even to mistrust.”  In this context, the habit we’re referring to is the doubt a Christian has to be an overcomer of circumstances.  Therefore, this habit means the person is unsure of ability, and, probably is hesitant in facing difficulties.
	What we need to do is substitute positiveness and courageousness for the bad habit of doubt.  But we don’t want to seem overly proud or pious.  
	First, let’s find some terms that are common to both of the opposite situations:  doubt vs. courage.  What does GOD say about doubt and courage?  
	When Jesus helped Peter out of the water, He said, “O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”  (See Matt. 14:22-23)  Jesus saw the problem and made the statement so that WE might know what the problem is.  Remember, “clinging to God” is how we have describe faith.  Jesus said Peter has “little” faith!  That must mean that “doubt” is a weakening of our grip on Christ!  Peter had taken his eyes of Jesus and begun to look around at the stormy winds and waves.  Doubt crept in, and told him it was IMPOSSIBLE to walk on water!  That WEAKENED his grip on Christ.  PRAISE GOD, Jesus NEVER loses His grip on us!
	Let’s see if we can find an alternative to doubt and substitute.  For instance, let’s substitute courage.  When God spoke to Joshua just before entering Canaan, He said,
	“Have I not commanded thee?  Be strong and of good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed:  for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”  (Joshua 1:9)
	God has spoken.  He has said He is “with” us.  Therefore, let’s substitute the statement GOD has made in Joshua 1:9 EVERYTIME you feel DOUBT!  This is using what God has SAID in place of how we FEEL!
	And that, my friend, is the BEST cure for bad habits!                                                        	Because it is believing what God SAYS above what we FEEL!
	The point is this:  You HAVE what it takes to defeat bad habits, because the Lord has given it to you.  Now, what one must do is insist to resist and persist in that attitude!
	The reason I pointed out a spiritual bad habit is because that’s where the foundation for physical ones begin.  Many people have their own ideas about what bad habits are and how they ought to be changed.  And we must realize, what is a bad habit for Mr. XXX may not necessarily be a bad habit for Mr. YYY.
	However, too often, attention is focused on the physical bad habits and the real causes are missed, or forgotten!  Since God wants to heal us from the inside out, we need to start with the most common spiritual habits.  Some of them are listed below.	
	1) Failure to pray and talk to God.
	2) Not studying the bible to obtain His direction.
	3) Failure to praise God when He blesses us.
	4) Unfaithful church attendance.
	5) Not teaching Jesus and God’s Word to our children.
	6) An uncaring attitude toward the eternal end of our neighbors.
	7) Failure to uphold moral integrity in our lives (on the job, or in 	  	    athletic activities, etc.).
	8) Failure to face difficult circumstances with love and gentleness.
	Did you notice that ALL these things have “negatives” in them?  Bad habits are usually negative.
	Substitution of God’s Word really works!  For instance, if a person is reading and studying God’s Word often, he’ll not have too much problem with his vocabulary (or the use of slang).  And, if a person is praying for his neighbor, it is very unlikely that he’ll have an uncaring attitude toward the eternal end of that same neighbor.
	Let me toss in one word of caution here.  When repeating the Scriptures you use to help you, be sure that the focus of your attention is upon what God can and will do IN you; not upon what YOU can do!
	But whatever your bad habits are, look up one or two key words in the definition of that habit.  Then, look up some Scripture passages which contain those key words.  This way you’ll find out what God says about that habit.  Then, determine to remember.  Recite those Scriptures to yourself.  
	Then, you will see the joy of overcoming.  Not because YOU have overcome; but because you have opened up and let God have the opportunity to work in and through you.
	Phil 2:13                                                                                                                         For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

JOY OF STRENGTH IN TIMES OF NEED
	Maybe you have had the experience of being so hungry you are weak; REALLY weak, when your knees tremble, your body aches and your stomach feels like an empty cavern that stretches to the bottom of the earth!  The mind keeps thinking, “OH!  What it would be like just to have some good food!”
	Or maybe you’ve experienced being really weak with sickness.  Your body so tired, and perhaps feverish, that you just didn’t think you could handle it anymore.
	But, in EACH of those circumstances the drive for living continues to flow through the heart and spirit of a person.  And, God willing, if a little food or restoration of health is allowed, then the person comes back to a normal state of being.  If that drive for living weren’t IN you, then perhaps you wouldn’t have made it!
	Sometimes we get that way spiritually.  At times our spiritual energy is just depleted and we are actually about bankrupt or “zilched out!”  that’s when Jesus steps in and restores the Christian to a better state of being.	
	The Lord ALWAYS knows our condition!  And, He knows just how FAR we can go.  Sometimes it’s farther than we think.
	The point is this:  Our Lord gives us a spiritual desire to live for His glory.  An old song explains it this way:
	“Just when I need Him most,                                                                                      	Just when I need Him most,                                                                                        	Jesus is near to comfort and cheer,                                                                                      	Just when I need Him most!”
	He may provide a kind word from a fellow Christian brother or sister.  He may fill our ears with beautiful music which soothes and comforts us.  Or, just when we need it, He may give us a long-awaited answer to prayer.  The answer may come through study, through a Sunday School teacher, or maybe even the pastor’s sermon.  But, just when we need our spirit restored, Jesus is ALWAYS there providing!			
	Seven days without prayer makes one weak!	
	When people go a long time without food, their energy level runs low, and the result is weakness.  When people go a long time without “feeding” on God’s Word, 
spiritual energy runs low; and the result is weakness in the daily “battle.”  Remember, the Christian is constantly engaged in spiritual war with sinful forces.
	There is great JOY when we gather strength and are able to continue!  There are many Scriptures which lead us to God’s table where we can find food for strength.  Some of them are listed below for reference.
	Psalm 8, Psalm 23, Isaiah 55:1, Colossians 3:1-4, 
	Ephesians 2:1-10, Philippians 2:13, Philippians 4:11-13,
	2Thessalonians 3:3-5, or Revelation 3:10-13
And, of course, there are MANY MANY more.  You will find them as you continue to study and grow.
	As a matter of personal preference, there are two stories I like to restudy when I feel weakness.  Maybe that’s because personal stories and testimonies really reach my heart.  
	Those two stories are of Elijah on Mt. Carmel in the Old Testament and Jesus at the great temptation in the New Testament.
	The story of Elijah and his work for the Lord can be found in 1Kings 17-19.               And the story of Jesus’ great temptation is in Matthew 4:1-11, or Luke 4:1-13.
	These stories have striking similarities which teach us great truths.
Please take the time to read those stories so that you can see the similarities as they are discussed below.
	Both Elijah and Jesus had just experienced one of their greatest moments.  Then, all of a sudden, the weight of temptation began to be very heavy spiritually!
	Elijah had just see God burn up the sacrifices on Mt. Carmel.  He had personally been used by the Lord to administer crushing defeat to the worshippers of the false god Baal.  But, next, he is seen running for his life, like a scared pup whose just been slapped by Mrs. Cat!					
	Our Lord Jesus had just been baptized by John in the Jordan river.  There, heaven opened and God the Father spoke with tremendous voice, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:17).  Then, Jesus was “driven” into 
the wilderness where He went without food for 40 days!  As if that wasn’t enough, Satan came along and tempted Him to make bread out of stones! (Which He actually COULD have done!)
	The truth we see here is that you and I face the SAME situations!
When we get “up” in our spiritual life, the devil uses circumstances and people to try and get us “down!”
	Sound logical?  No!  That’s WAR!
	Another striking similarity in the stories of Elijah and Jesus are the fact they both DEPENDED upon the Word of God!  Elijah told God, “Lord I’ve been really trying to do Your will, teaching the word You gave me, but now I’m FORSAKEN!” (1Kings 19:10 paraphrased.)  Jesus literally quoted Scripture in response to each temptation Satan threw at Him.  And, when Satan “mis-quoted” Scripture, Jesus corrected him.  
	The truth we can see here is:  when we are “down” spiritually, we can depend upon the Word of God and USE it!
	Another similarity in the two stories is that angels ministered to both Elijah and the Lord Jesus.  This ministering was giving them the food that God provided.  THAT’S what made them well and strong!  Elijah went on to call Elisha and he continued to be the instrument of many miracles.  Jesus, of course, began His public preaching and healing ministry in Capernaum.  In 31/2 or 4 years, He literally changed the world; and, it has never been the same!  
	The truth we can receive here is:  God will give us what we need (not necessarily what we want) when we are spiritually bankrupt!
	If we’ll trust God, get alone and pray, and read His Word, He will “feed” us the food of real strength.  Remember that Jesus told His disciples that He would be with them.  Today, His disciples are you and me!
John 14:15-18                                                                                                                         15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.                                                                          16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;                                                                                                              17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.             18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.
	Jesus will pray for His disciples and the Father will send His Holy Spirit our Comforter (one Who comes alongside).  That is a promise from our Lord to Whom is given “all power in heaven and earth” (Matt. 28:18).
	When you are experiencing your greatest triumph in the Lord, maintain ALERTNESS!  Satan is going to try and get you “down.”
	1 Peter 5:8                                                                                                                        Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
	When you are in need of spiritual strength and you can’t get alone, then get with God’s people.  ASK for help.  Someone will be willing to pray with you.  Someone will be willing to encourage you.  God has an ARMY of saints waiting to help each other, just like He told Elijah!
	If you’ll do this, the JOY OF GOD’S STRENGTH will make you GROW each time!

JOY OF SEEING OTHERS COME TO JESUS
	There is no joy like this!  There is nothing to compare with this joy in all the world!  Seeing someone you’ve talked to about Jesus give their life to Him is the most precious reward God gives a saint on earth!
	You may experience heartbreak many times by someone refusing or rejecting the Gospel.  But ONE person coming to Jesus will thrill you beyond imagination.
	To receive this joy, one must be willing to participate in the action which precedes it.  That means one must be willing to LISTEN, BELIEVE/TRUST, REPENT, RECEIVE from the Lord, and then USE what he learns to help others find Jesus.  The listening, believing, repenting and receiving are things which are common to all believers.  They happen to each of us.
	Being a participant in these thins is being on the “other end” of what happens in someone you see come to Jesus.  For instance, if a person is LISTENING  -  who’s talking?  Maybe it’s YOU!  Of course, maybe the listener is reading God’s Word.  His reading would be reinforced or encouraged by someone who can testify to what has already happened in him.  The Christian becomes God’s helper in bringing others to know Him.  We help them listen by telling the story of Jesus, and by telling the story of how WE came to know Him.  We help them to believe by showing them how God’s love is expressed at Calvary.  We help them by showing what God means by repentance.  And, we receive JOY when they receive Jesus!
	Here’s one thing that used to be discussed in church, but is seldom heard anymore.  That’s how a “witnesser” should lead a “confessor” down the aisle to make a confession of faith.  Also, that person should help the newly saved Christian to grow by continuing to be a part of his life after the initial confession of Jesus is made.
	For some insight into this subject, please read the parable of the vineyard and the husbandmen in Mark 12:1-11.  Since a parable is a story which teaches spiritual truth, look to see what “concrete” ideas are taught in the symbols.				
Mark 12:1-11                                                                                                                         1 And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country.                                                                               2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard.                                                                                  3 And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty.                                             4 And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully handled.                                              5 And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some. Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.                                                                                 7 But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours.                                                                                                     8 And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard.                                    9 What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others.                                                                 10 And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner:                                                                                                                      11 This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?
	In the parable, God is the “certain man,” and the “husbandmen” were the people of Israel.  Today, the “husbandmen” refer to the church of Jesus Christ.  The “vineyard” represents the message of God’s salvation  that He had “planted” in Israel.  	They are the ones who received God’s “Word” concerning a coming Messiah.  The “fruit” represents praise to God which the nation of Israel was to give.  They were to announce the prophecy of Messiah to all the world.  The “servants” are the prophets who did try to call Israel to repent and worship God only.  And, the “Heir,” of course, is Jesus Christ.
	It is by praising and worshipping God that others are brought to Him.  That is the “fruit” of the parable which God desired of the “husbandmen.”  This same fruit is desired by God from His church today.
	John 15:1-2                                                                                                                    I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.                                                                  2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.					
	This is a more graphic and illustrative statement from Jesus about the grapevine.  He is the vine.  We are the branches.  In fact, Paul speaks of Christians as being “grafted” into the vine (Rom. 11:17-19).  And, he issues a great caution in the following verses.
	Rom 11:20-21                                                                                                                       20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:                                                                                                                         21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.
	The point is this:  the FRUIT God desires is “testimony” to what He has done and is doing in our lives by providing salvation through Jesus Christ.
	Only God can win people to Himself!  We can praise His Name.  And, we can thank Him because He deems it proper to USE us as a mouthpiece or a loudspeaker.
	If Christians go around thinking they are supposed to convince others to be saved, pretty soon we’ll have a lot of miserable Christians!  No one can convince another of sin or need of Christ.  Only God can do that!
	If a Christian goes around trying to win or convince or convict everyone of their need for Christ, he will meet many heartbreaks!  The reason I’ve made those statements is to show something.  If we are supposed to “win” everyone, then could we really carry the BURDEN of those who refuse to come to Jesus?  NO!  That would indeed be a miserable life!
	God CAN carry the burden.  In fact, He already carried it to Calvary!
There, God DEMONSTRATED His love for us (Rom. 5:8).  And, when Jesus was buried in the tomb, He was RESURRECTED.  That proved He was not only able to bear the burden, and bury it; but was also able to come back to complete the task of eternal salvation!
	Only God can convince a person to come to Jesus.  And, He does so by the Holy Spirit.  Review Ephesians 6:17, and see that we only carry His Sword -- He WEILDS it!
	Since God wants us to have an “abundant” life, then He must have a different idea about “bearing fruit” than trying to win people to Christ.					
John 10:10                                                                                                                              The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
	“Bearing fruit,” as Jesus said, is being a witness to what He has done and is doing in our lives.  That’s the “fruit” God asks from the church.
Matt 28:19-20                                                                                                                            19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:                                                                                      20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
Acts 1:8                                                                                                                                    But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
	Yes.  We should have a zeal for presenting the “good news” of Jesus to all people.  And, we should have a great concern for their growth AFTER they have made an initial confession of Jesus as Lord.
	Yes. We should learn how to present a logical, short plan from God’s Word that ells how people can be saved.  
	Yes.  We should learn how to recognize certain “signs” in a person’s attitude and be ready to present the “plan” to him.
	Yes.  We should learn and be able to use passages of Scripture which help a person affirm their conversion.
	Yes, we should “develop” our testimony so that it is brief and also meaningful.
	But NONE of that, not even ALL of that together, is going to “win” a person to Christ!  You see, God must do TWO things in the heart of a person first.
	1)  God must convict the person of sin and his need of a Savior from the condemnation of an eternal hell;
	2) And, God must convince the person that Jesus is the ONLY way of being saved.
	Please read John 16:1-11, and carefully notice the work of God’s Holy Spirit in verses 8-11.						
John 16:8-11                                                                                                                               8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:                                                                                                                                 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me;                                                                                10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;                                         11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
	God’s Holy Spirit “reproves,” or convicts and charges people.  We just carry the “good news” in our testimony.  Our participation is to tell of God’s grace in OUR lives.  God’s part is to USE what we say and to convince and convict others.
	This understanding relieves the of a load of “guilt” he would have if he tried to “win” or “convince” everyone to be saved.  And, that leaves the Christian FREE to JOYFULLY proclaim what God has done and is doing in his life!!
	The cross was offensive to Jesus.  He despised the shame of that cross.  But he endured it for you and me.  To be rejected, mocked, ridiculed, beaten and crucified was not a pleasing experience!  It is the “offense” of the cross that the servant of God suffers often at the hands of men.  
	That does not mean we should be overwhelmed by that offense.  Jesus said in John 16:1 that He was telling the disciples these things so “that ye should not be offended.”  The Christian must be “prepared” and knowledgeable that offenses will certainly come.  But, we must be willing to share that good news of Jesus ANYWAY!
	Witnessing to others is not a BURDEN!   It is a JOY!
	When the Christian believes that he’s only providing the testimony from his own life, and telling the Word, then the burden of “winning” the soul is on GOD!  And, THAT’S how we can have JOY in telling others!
	Every time we speak for Jesus and what He’s done and is doing in our lives, God’s Holy Spirit is USING that testimony.  
	That way, we are not offended by people when they rebuke and refuse the testimony.  Thank God, He makes witnessing simple and joyful!
	Paul wrote the church at Corinth and testified about what had happened when he and Apollos were preaching there.
1 Cor 3:1-6                                                                                                                                      1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.                                                                                                              2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.                                                                                                        3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?                                                                                  4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?      5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?                                                                                                          6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
	All Paul and Apollos did was what is NATURAL for a Christian.  They praised God and testified of his redeeming love through Jesus Christ.  They told of His power to change lives.  But  GOD gave the “increase!”
	If we remember some of the words Jesus and John the Baptist stated, perhaps it will make it easier for us to receive JOY in just testifying of Jesus.
John 13:16-17                                                                                                                           16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.                                                                                         17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.
Luke 17:10                                                                                                                                So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.
John 3:29                                                                                                                                  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.
	The JOY of the Christian’s testimony is knowing God is USING it!
You can be a living testimony and bear fruit by:
	1) Learning God’s Word and the story of Jesus,
	2) Living the principles God teaches in His Word,
	3) Regular church attendance,						
	4) Giving praise to God for all things that happen,
	5) Visiting with others and sharing your testimony of what God has done and is doing in your life.
	Don’t let the “offenses” of others take away the JOY of telling about Jesus!  For, as God told Samuel, when Israel said they wanted a king instead of God ruling through Samuel,
	1 Sam 8:7                                                                                                                          “..for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.”
	There’s an old song that expresses how a Christian lives when he understands the foregoing principles.
	“Keep telling the story,                                                                                                               	Be faithful and true,                                                                                                  	Let others see Jesus in you.”
	When we submit to being a “helper,” or “servant” with God in telling the story, there is JOY in knowing that God will call upon us to give testimony of Him nearly every day.
	And, there is no burden; just the joy of telling.
	Then, when someone does come to Jesus, we receive a great reward just by seeing it happen!  That’s because we are witnesses to the fact of a person being “born again.”
	Later, we shall also have the joy of seeing them come to growth in Jesus.

JOY OF SEEING OTHERS GROW IN JESUS
	Earlier, as you read through Section Two, “Learning To Grow In Faith,” perhaps you realized that growing is a normal, healthy action in the life of a Christian.  As a child grows and develops physically, his mind is also growing in knowledge and the ability to make decisions.  As he
Continues to grow, he becomes more capable of handling larger tasks and producing quality work.
	Any parent can identify with the joy of seeing his child grow and become more capable as a person.  One of the joys of being a Christian is to see other grow in Jesus.
	This joy, however, is often missed because we tend to get all “wrapped-up” in the activity of living life, and we just fail to look.  As a result, a Christian might miss out on some of the blessings of being a 
child of God.  And the only thing he can blame is NEGLIGENCE.
	In Matthew 16:13-17, we see that Jesus looked for growth.  He also developed ways of letting people demonstrate their growth.  Then, Jesus BLESSED the growth!
	Matt 16:13-17                                                                                                               13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?                                                       14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.                                                                                           15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?                                                                        16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.    17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
	Jesus kind of went on a “fishing expedition.”  He began to question the disciples to see how they were developing.  This gave them an opportunity to SAY what they had observed.  Sometimes, just saying out loud what we have observed brings MORE REVELATION concerning the subject.
	After these men confirmed what they had seen and heard, Jesus brought the situation to a more personal standpoint.  “But whom say YE that I am?”	
	Good ole blusterous and outspoken Peter jumped on that question like a duck on a June bug.  “Thou art the Christ,” he said, “the Son of the Living God.”  One gets the impression that Peter acted similar to a first or a second-grader full of enthusiasm!  You know….kind of like when the teacher asks a question, and the student KNOWS the answer.  They jump up and say, “I KNOW!  I KNOW!”
	Peter certainly knew the answer.  He had known for a long time.  Because his brother Andrew had told him when Andrew brought Peter to Jesus.
	John 1:40-41                                                                                                                           40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.                                                                                                                         41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.
	These disciples had LIVED with Jesus and observed Him.  And Peter was voicing an affirmation for ALL of them concerning their conviction that Jesus is Christ - Messiah - God come in flesh!
	This was a time of joy for ALL the disciples.  You see they were not only witnessing Peter’s growth, but in his statement, there was a image of their own growth!
	That’s the way it is with us today.  As we see others grow, we observe a kind of “flash-back” of our own growth and it thrills us with joy.  Most steps of growth are common to all believers.  Not all, but most.  So we dwell on that common ground together, and we can praise God together.
	Paul was faced with a particular problem in the church at Galatia.  That problem too often exists in Christian circles today.  Many believers spend too much time gloating about their “progression” and “growth.”  This creates aggravation and variance with other Christians, because they may not have attained that level, or because they may have surpassed that level long ago.
	Sometimes people get caught up in the “do’s” and “don’ts,” “how-to’s,” “rules and regulations,” or “traditions.”  Paul’s answer to the Galatians applies even to us today.
1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?                                                                                                                                              2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?                                                                                                                            3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?                                                                                                                                                     4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.                                                5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?                                           6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.                     7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.  (Gal 3:1-7)
	Praise God!  We have ALL been saved by His merciful grace.  And, we have been delivered, or given, the gift of faith.  We all were once sinners by choice and condemned by the Word of God.  We all were “babies” once, and have been blessed to grow in a more mature fashion.
	Therefore, let us REJOICE in each other’s growth.  
	Another verse which is significant, was also written to the Galatians.
	Gal 5:1                                                                                                                             Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.
	Remember, Jesus calls us to the “yoke” of learning of Him.  And, He is our JOY!  When we continue to learn of Him, we are given freedom through HIS truths.
	John 8:30-32                                                                                                                          30 As he spake these words, many believed on him.                                                                 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;                                                                                                   32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
	The more we praise Him and thank Him for the growth in ourselves and in others, the more impossible it become to be “entangled again in the yoke of bondage.”  
	So don’t let this joy escape you by negligence.  LOOK for growth in others.  Praise God for it.  And respond to fellow Christians with love and in meaningful conversation.  This joy will help you grow!

JOY OF RESTING IN GOD
	Resting is not necessarily a state of unconsciousness.  It is really a state of existence.  It does not have to mean lying down and napping or sleeping.  Resting is actually something which takes place inside an individual while other things may be happening.
	For instance, a person may be lying down “resting” his body, yet the mind may be evaluating, planning, etc.  Or, a person (like me) can be on the golf course, active, but “resting!”
	With this in mind, let’s look again at Matthew 11:28-30.
	Matt 11:28-30                                                                                                                           28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.                29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.                                                                                                 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
	In the section Personal Relativity, you studied this Scripture in relation to “Developing Personal Attributes Like Christ.”  It was pointed out then that Jesus wants us to “learn” of Him, and that He will give us “rest.”
	Just what does that mean?  Let’s look at an example.  Suppose there are two men; both with families; both with good jobs.  Man #1 loves his family and loves his job.  He whistles a lot and smiles a lot.   Man #2 however, loves his family but hates his job.  He frowns a lot and seldom “feels” good.
	Let me suggest that man #2 is in a state of existence that is not “rest.”  It is more aptly known as “YUK!”   Man #1, however, could be said to be in a state of “rest.”
	Now, please don’t go running off and say there are some satisfied and some unsatisfied Christians!  That would be defeating the purpose of this lesson.  Really, NONE of us are completely satisfied with what we are and who we are.  And we won’t be until we are carried to heaven.
	But “rest” is a state or condition in which we EXIST.  According to this then, there is some truth in the old saying that “Life is what you make it.”  Actually, if we phrased it slightly different, the saying  might be:  “Life is what you let GOD make it!”  And, if we will let Him, Jesus will make it a state of “rest!”
	Solomon was a very good example from whom we might study this lesson.  He went in “search” of a lot of things; wisdom, money, power, prestige, sex, etc.  But, Solomon explains in the book of Eccleasiastes that ALL those searches accomplished NOTHING!  Then, one day, he realized the TRUTH which set him FREE to “rest” in God.
	Eccl 12:13-14                                                                                                                 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.                                                                    14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.
	Resting in God comes from what He TEACHES us.  It is knowing that God is on His throne and everything is going according to His master plan.  It is knowing God really loved us enough to leave His throne andcome die on a cross for our sins.  It is knowing that He has provided examples from all ages and all areas of life in his Word, and, that we can know the right way  to live by these examples.  It is knowing that some day Jesus is going to come put an end to all this sin and confusion and evil; then, He will take us to a place FULL of “rest!”
	All these things are in God’s Word, and available to every person.
	So, you see, “rest” is a WAY OF LIFE!  It is JESUS’ way!
	John 14:6                                                                                                                           Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
	Now there is what we’ve been looking for!  “Rest” is a state of existence or a condition where one is “learning to be like Jesus and always trying to be more like Him!”
	One might say it is being willing to do God’s will; or, being happy with doing what He has assigned us.   It is a state of existence in which we continue actively.
	Really now!  We just worked right back to the beginning didn’t we?
Being obedient to God is LETTING Him make our lives happy and at “rest!”

SECTION IV SUMMARY
	Many people have summarized life as being a long pilgrimage or journey for the Christian.  Our citizenship is in heaven.  And, we are ambassadors for Christ in this world.  We are sent on a mission, until recalled by the Master.
	On our journey we will perform best if we will concentrate on the JOYS of Christianity and not the problems.  We will leave lasting impressions on our journey if we demonstrate joy as we live.
	Learning to grow in Jesus is learning to grow in “focusing” our attention on the joys of His grace.  He rewards our obedience with knowledge, discretion, and increased hope.
	As we live focusing our attention upon the Lord Jesus, we become more like Him in our attitudes - and thus more useful to Him in service.
	The greatest joys we can receive are to see people come to know Jesus as Lord, and commit to growing in Him every day.
	Our joy of “rest” lies in the decision to follow Jesus!


CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
	By LISTENING to God, and BELIEVING what He says, we are convicted to REPENT and submit to His teaching more, so that we may be in a position to RECEIVE Jesus, Who leads us from here to the kingdom of God.
	The Christian’s commitment to Jesus is to learn to grow in faith just like we would want to learn to grow in a marriage, or business.
	The five areas of basic Christian growth are God’s way of giving us a balanced spiritual diet so we can grow properly and with coordination.
	Jesus is personal and believers personally desire to be more like Him.  And, we work toward that goal, growing constantly because of His love.
	As Christians go through life with Christ, we are blessed with many joys.  And the joy of being eternally with Christ in heaven spurs us on!
	Everyting that is presented here is continual.  God is the LIVING GOD.  He is an ACTIVE God.  He formed and created an active universe with regenerating plants, procreting animals and man.  And He created us knowledgeable of spiritual life.  In that case, God creates for the purpose of CONTINUED action in what or who he creates.
	And when God creates a “born-again” believer by breathing into that person His own Holy Spirit, God looks with anticipation for activity!
	Here are two thoughts from God’s Word which should be considered deeply and daily.
Eph 2:8-10                                                                                                                                          8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:                                                                                                                                                   9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.                                                                                 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
James 2:20                                                                                                                                      But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?
	While our works do not build any steps to get us to heaven, faith is not KNOWN to others without works!  Even the demons believe in God, but they aren’t showing any evidence of obedience.  They show no evidence of loving Him, or having a meaningful fellowship with Him.
	James 2:19                                                                                                                         Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.
	What is to separate people from demons if it is not the EVIDENCE of faith?  And THAT’S why man was created in the first place:  to praise God, to love Him, and to have a meaningful relationship with Him.
	Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Exept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink His blood, ye have no LIFE in you.”  (John 6:53)  Jesus was talking about “taking in.”  The act of eating is like taking Him into us.  By the study of the Bible and daily prayer with God, we actively “take in” Jesus.  Obviously, a human cannot take in ALL of Jesus.  So the procedure is to be a continuous one!  The Bible shows that the is an unwilling nature of people to do this.
	John 6:66                                                                                                                           From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.
	Those were unwilling.  They knew if they became more like Jesus, they might be TREATED like Him.  So, then, Jesus turned to His disciples and said….
	John 6:67-68                                                                                                                67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?                                               68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.
	There is NO OTHER way to eternal life but through JESUS!
	And the way He directs, is the way we should go!  The way of His direction is not burdensome.  It is only our rebellious nature that makes us think so.
	So we must determine that we will CONTINUE in the process of learning and growing in faith.
	Getting to know God, and then getting to know Him BETTER is growing in faith.  As we get to know Him better, we are becoming more like Him every day through His teaching.						
	Growing in Jesus is a process of which we are consciously aware, but we are not always aware of ALL thatis happening.
	Daniel prayed for help from God.  Immediately God dispensed an answer.  But the answer came later in time.  WHY?  There are many spiritual battles and conquests going on that we don’t know about.  Read the answer given to Daniel.
	Dan 10:12-13                                                                                                                          12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.                                                                                                  13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.
	Daniel’s answer was dispensed from God at the very “first day” of his prayer request.  But it was 21 days later before Daniel received it!
	Now this encourages thought and meditation.  WHAT could hinder the forces of God for 21 days?  Not Satan; nor, all of his forces.  WHAT?
	Let’s look at one other thing and see if we can’t learn a principle which will be valuable in learning to grow in faith.  God’s Word tells us that he is ALWAYS working out things for our GOOD, and for His glory.
	Rom 8:28                                                                                                                                   And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
As stated in Sectini III-A, an answer to prayer NOW is not always for our good.  Though God COULD, maybe He WON’T.  Sometimes we just aren’t PREPARED!  And there is an eternal principle many Christians never learn!
	Perhaps we have not yet readied ourselves by LEARNING AND GROWING!  Perhaps it is WE who are hindering God’s desire to help us because we are not preparing ourselves daily and diligently!						
Isa 28:9-10                                                                                                                                   9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.                                          10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:
	You see, God teaches one thing at a time; building upon each prior teaching.  So, yes, sometimes WE are the force counteracting God’s desire to help us.  Remember HE is ALWAYS willing.  Are YOU?
	I believe this is what Hebrews 12:15 refers to, “Looking diligently lest any man FAIL of the grace of God…”
	God’s grace is abundant, and sufficient.  And, He desires to provide MORE for us than even our imaginations can dream up.  So, the only way we could FAIL in the grace of God, is if we don’t prepare ourselves properly by growing.
	The point of this discussion concerning Daniel’s prayer is this:
DON’T HINDER YOUR GROWTH IN GOD BY NOT SEEKING HIM IN DAILY PRAYER AND STUDY!
	The whole idea of growing in Jesus is that we set our desire to grow.  We make this our number one priority in life, and then organize all other things around it.
	Consider your life as a business for God.  You are the manager.  Maybe today’s profit wasn’t as large as you thought it should be.  But, you’ll go back to work tomorrow, and each day thereafter - LEARNING about Jesus!
	Businesses go “out of business” for two primary reasons:
	1) there is no longer a need for that business in the community,
	2) they went bankrupt from neglect!
When God, our Owner, decides there is no more need for our services here on earth, THEN the business will CEASE!
	But, until then, my friends, I pray we NEVER go “bankrupt from neglect!”  Because Christians are BORN TO GROW IN JESUS!
	Now, you have a TELESCOPIC view of what it means to be a Christian.   Begin studying and applying yourself to learning more MICROSCOPICALLY about the Bible and yourself.

